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    It is very easy to take the things we have for 
granted, our families, our friends, our way of life 
and our beautiful island home.  Only when we no 
longer have these things do we realize how pre-
cious and special they are.  Let’s take time every 
day to appreciate the beauty and the abundance 
of our native land and work together to assure that 
Hawaiʻi’s natural resources are protected so that 
future generations can also enjoy the beauty of 
our home land.

                                      Welina mai kākou e nā mākua,

 Kanu O Ka ʻĀina have been active participants of the annual “30 Days of Aloha” Waimea Parade, which began back  
 in 2000 when we were the only school participating as a walking unit. Today there are representatives from each   
 school in our tiny community of Waimea who have joined the ranks of camaraderie and for the last four or five years  
 have become active participants in the annual event. Hulo!!

 This year, KANU is excited to change it up and include an ʻohana riding unit along with our traditional walking unit.   
 Adults and children riding in our ʻohana unit will need to be experienced riders with their own horse and riding gear.    
 We are calling upon our ranching families who are owners of a horse/s and riding gear to come and join us.  There  
 are a number of families here at KANU with long ties to Waimea’s ranching history and we seek your support in this  
 awesome occasion to celebrate our unique community.  

WHAT: 30 Days of Aloha Waimea Parade Meeting
WHY:  To plan for preparation for upcoming parade.  KANU will include a riding 
unit along with our walking unit, & kōkua with a paʻu unit.  Lots of kōkua will be 
needed.
WHEN:  Monday, August 31, 2015
WHERE:  Papa Mamāne, Grade 5 classroom
TIME: 3:45 pm

In addition to being participants in the parade it is our desire to pass on the ʻike in the living art of paʻu tying and riding, horse lei mak   
ing and horsemanship to nā haumāna and their ʻohana.  The resources of these arts are within our staff and families of KANU.  We 
hope these traditions of our long time ranchers and families of our community can be honored and perpetuated through sharing and 
working together.  

Because of the enormity of such an endeavor we are scheduling on-going meetings to continue to plan and prepare for this event. We 
encourage all of you who’d like to be a part of our ʻohana riding unit and/or have an interest in sharing your related knowledge with 
our haumāna and ʻohana to join us at our meetings.  The first meeting has been scheduled for Monday, August 31, 2015 at 3:45pm in 
Papa Māmane’s classroom.  If you are interested in being a part of our riding unit and/or can kōkua with preparing for and dressing 
our riding unit and the paʻu unit and can’t make it to this first meeting, please call me at 430-0561 or ddbertelmann@yahoo.com

Come talk story, hear manaʻo, share manaʻo, and make this a momentous fun and educational occasion for our keiki.  E komo mai, e 
komo mai, e komo mai…

Me ke kākoʻo mau,

Aunty Deedee Bertelmann

Kanu o ka ‘Āina New Century Public Charter School
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P.O. Box 398  Kamuela, HI  96743   Phone: 808-890-8144  Facsimile: 808-890-8146 E-mail: kanuprincipal@kalo.org

‘Ōlelo No‘eau
ʻAʻole nō ʻike ke kanaka i nā nani o kona wahi i hānau ʻia ai.

A person does not see all the beauties of his birthplace.  



Mission: Kūlia i ka Nu‘u - Strive To Reach Your Highest!

This week’s issue and the next few Hunehune issues will feature faculty and staff of Kanu o ka ʻĀina to allow students and families to 
get to know them better. 

Allyson Tamura, Elementary Poʻo Kula
Aunty Allyson joined KANU in 2005 as our reading, testing and Title I Coordinator. Her previous experience 
include teaching in her hometown of Keaukaha as well as Honokaʻa High and for Kanu o ka ʻĀina’s Hawaiian 
Academy when it was a school within a school at Honokaʻa. After receiving her Master’s Degree in Educa-
tion, Aunty Allyson joined KANU’s leadership team in a variety of roles overseeing and supporting various 
instructional teams and programs. She currently serves as the elemntary administrator and is passionate about 
providing opportunities for children to grow, succeed, and realize their full potential. Aunty Allyson lives with 
her husband and two daughters in Waikoloa, enjoys working in their garden, experimenting with new receipes, 
and loves to read forensic mystery novels when she can find the time.

Mahina Paishon-Duarte, Secondary Poʻo Kula
Mahinapoepoe Paishon-Duarte was born and raised on ʻOahu and currently serves as KANU’s Secondary 
Principal.  Her wealth of experience include working for the National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration to 
steward the Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Monument, co-founding and teaching at Kamakau Charter 
School, and Director of Hālau Kū Mana Public Charter School.  Aunty Mahina also dedicated over ten years 
of her life to revitalizing Heʻeia Fishfond, a traditional coastal food system, located in Koʻolaupoko, Oʻahu.  
Currently serving as their Board President, she was a co-founder and the first executive director of Paepae o 
Heʻeia, a thriving non-for-profit recognized for place-based education and Hawaiian fishpond revitalization.  
Aunty Mahina lives in Kona with her husband and nine year old son and considers herself a practitioner of 
voyaging, Hawaiian fishpond management, hula and music. 

Taffi Wise, Business Manager
Aunty Taffi has handled KANU’s business matters since we received our first start-up grant in 1999. With a 
background in law enforcement and entrepreneurship, Aunty Taffi continues to skillfully maximize KANU’s 
limited resources and assure that all applicable rules and regulations are adhered to. Aunty Taffi is highly 
regarded in the charter community for her business expertise, and has been instrumental in finding solutions 
for the many fiscal woes facing charter schools as well as finding innovative opportunities and partnerships 
that allow KANU and other charters to holomua. A firm believer in team based management, mentorship and 
community empowerment, all her efforts are focused on the mission of serving, perpetuating and empower-
ing sustainable Hawaiian communities through Education with Aloha.  Aunty Taffi lives in Waimea with her 
husband and has three sons, a high school senior and two in college.  

Margo Kawamoto, Daily Operations Manager
Aunty Margo has been with KANU since 2006. She provides support for all KANU programs, working hand in 
hand with administrators as KANU’s Daily Operations Manager, SASA and Registrar. Aunty Margo oversees 
the office support staff and is also KANU’s Athletic Director, working toward offering more high school sports 
at KANU.  She has three children, two in college and one who attends KANU.  Aunty Margo is currently pur-
suing her bachelor’s degree in business administration through UH.  During her spare time, she enjoys spending 
time with her keiki and friends, going to the beach, and participates in team roping events at local rodeos.

Patricia Bergin, Elementary Poʻo Kula
Aunty Pat was raised in the Hawaiian Homes community of Keaukaha, attended Hilo public schools and is a 
graduate of Hilo High School. The opportunity to work for KANU enabled her to fulfill a lifelong dream to 
give back to her community. Instead, she feels her KANU experience has enriched her life much more than she 
has returned. As a retired educator and former DOE District Superintendent, Aunty Pat has extensive adminis-
trative and teaching expertise, as well as the unique wisdom characteristic of a Hawaiian kūpuna.  Aunty Pat is 
currently the administrator for Mālamapōki’i Preschool, serves as the Director of Kā Hūli, a preschool consor-
tium, and continues to serve KANU as a mentor and as our Accreditation Coordinator.  



Visit our website:  http://kanu.kalo.org

Aunty Hari Gillette, Administrative Support 
Aunty Hari provides administrative support for our school office.  Her responsibilities include daily attendance 
clerk, supporting breakfast and lunch service, data collection and input, as well as information services clerk.  
Aunty Hari has been a long-time familiar face in the office greeting ʻohana members as they pick up or drop off 
paperwork, uniforms or keiki at the office. Her pleasant voice when answering phone calls and positive disposi-
tion sets the welcoming tone for KANU’s school office.  After work Aunty Hari can be found walking or work-
ing out at Cross Fit Waimea.  

Kēhaulani Tachera, Administrative Support 
Aunty Kēhaulani Tachera is a graduate of Kanu o ka ʻĀina’s Hawaiian Academy class of 2000 when it was a 
school within a school at Honokaʻa High. She’s been employed at KANU since 2005 and is responsible for 
clerical duties in the KANU office.  She also shares her expertise by assisting elementary hui with preparing 
for hula drama and provides support to the coordination of KANU’s makahiki events and annual trip to Kā 
Molokaʻi Makahiki.  She is grateful that she is able to help students, peers, families and her community. She 
is currently attending Hawaiʻi Community College getting her Associate in Arts in Hawaiian Studies with an 
Emphasis on Hula. Aunty Kēhau loves to travel, dance hula, spend time with loved ones, hang at the beach and 
enjoys learning about our Hawaiian culture and traditions.  

Skippy Turek, Food Manager & Site Support 
Aunty Skippy is one of KANU’s founding mothers. She has been an important part of the KANU ʻohana from 
our humble beginnings, sharing her expertise and aloha with students, families and staff. Aunty Skippy manages 
KANU’s breakfast program and helps with the upkeep and maintenance of our campus, facilities, and vehicles. 
She is a resident of Waimea a mother of two daughters and a grandmother of two little ones. Daughter of a 
famous Aloha Shirt designer, Aunty Skippy was raised on a boat moored at Ala Wai Harbor in Honolulu, where 
she learned how to fix pretty much everything. But Aunty Skippy doesn’t only fix stuff; she also likes to make 
new things ranging from jewelry, to furniture to designing and building much of her own house.

Kaleo Dudoit, Behavioral Health Specialist
Aunty Kaleo first joined our KANU ʻohana in 2005. After taking a break in 2008 to finish graduate school, 
she returned to KANU in 2012. She has a B.A. in Psychology and Communications and a Master’s Degree in 
Marriage and Family Counseling. Aunty Kaleo is KANU’s Behavioral Health Specialist, providing SBBH and 
general counseling support to all students and their ʻohana.  She is located in KANU’s counseling cottage, which 
is the gray portable located near Hālau Puke.  Aunty Kaleo is originally from the east side of Molokaʻi and it is 
her ʻāina that has provided her the foundation of who she is today. Aunty Kaleo enjoys her free time with family 
and friends, creating crafty projects, garage sailing and shell picking at the beach.

Kanoa Castro, Teacher-Senior Advisor-Aho Loa Coordinator
Kanoa Castro was born on the island of O‘ahu, grew up in Waimea and graduated from Parker School. He 
earned a B.A. in Secondary Education with an English focus after attending Western Washington University in 
Bellingham and UH Mānoa.  Uncle Kanoa has been with Kanu o ka ‘Āina since school year 2007-2008.  This 
year Uncle Kanoa teaches 10th, 11th, and 12th grade English, but also has new kuleana as Early College Coor-
dinator and Aho Loa Coordinator.  Uncle Kanoa lives in Waimea with his wife (Aunty Kalua who we miss very 
much) and two children, Kawelo and Kapa.  He enjoys spending time with family and friends, and is passionate 
about art and creating murals with other artist as well as continuing the good work he’s done with Mele Murals. 

Kathy Gollaher, Student Services Coordinator 
Kathy Gollaher is KANUs Student Services Coordinator or SSC.  Originally from San Diego, California, Aunty 
Kathy lived in Raiatea, French Polynesia before she moved with her family to Paʻauilo in 1990. They built their 
own house; cleared their land; planted trees; and continued to fish and farm while they raised their children.  
Aunty Kathy attended the I Ola Hāloa program in Waimea to earn a Hawaiian Lifestyles Certificate in 2000.  
Later, she received her B.A. in Psychology and M.A. in Counseling Psychology at the University of Hawaiʻi, 
Hilo.  As SSC Aunty Kathy does her best to ensure that all students receive the services they need.  She joins 
KANU’s staff in focusing on students’ strengths to help them meet their challenges.  During her free time Aunty 
Kathy enjoys spending time with her family, especially her grandchildren.



KANU
NO SCHOOL, MODAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 2015  – LABOR DAY
KANU MEETING FOR 30 DAYS OF ALOHA PARADE –  Feel free to join kumu at a planning parade meeting on Monday, August 
31st, at 3:34 pm in Papa Mamane’s classroom.  This year we will kōkua a paʻu unit and add an ʻohana riding unit to accompany our 
walking unit.  Interested ʻOhana with their own horse(s) and riding gear or other ʻohana members interested in helping to support and 
kōkua in other ways should come to the meeting.  
SCHOOL PICTURES– High school students will take school pictures on Monday, August 31st.  Middle school students will take 
their school pictures on Tuesday, Sept. 1st.  Make-up photos will be taken on Wednesday, Sept. 2nd.  Students may come to school in 
picture attire (see handbook for dress code) but must bring a KANU polo shirt to change into after picture taking.  If picture attire is 
not compliant with school dress code, your child will have their picture taken in a KANU polo shirt.  Additional order forms can be 
found in our school office.  
STAY IN THE LOOP, BE IN THE KNOW – KANU utilizes an automated parent alert message system to send out important 
information and reminders to students and parents. The message will always start by a staff member identifying himself/herself and 
saying that he/she is from KANU. Upon hearing that, DON’T hang up. STAY ON THE LINE to listen to the complete message. 
ALOHA FRIDAYS – “Dress up” Friday has been changed to “Aloha Wear” Friday.  Students may wear aloha print attire (aloha shirt, 
muʻumuʻu, aloha print skirts & dresses, aloha print blouse) on Fridays instead of their KANU polo shirt.  However, school dress code 
must be adhered to.  Straps on muʻumuʻu, dress or blouse should be at least one inch thick (no spaghetti straps) and skirts and dress 
length need to be at an appropriate length.  Students not wanting to wear aloha wear must be in their KANU polo shirt.
SCHOOL TRAFFIC – Mahalo for following our one way traffic pattern from 7–8:15am, 11:30 am–12:15 pm, & 2:30–3:15 pm. 
Please be sure to pull all the way to the front of our round-about when dropping off and picking your child up.  Please park if your 
child needs extra time getting in and out of the car or you need to speak with your child’s kumu or a school staff member.  We thank 
you for your patience and kōkua in keeping our keiki safe.  
TARDIES, PIKO, & ABSENCES – School begins at 8 am sharp Monday through Friday.  The pū will blow at 7:55 am and classes 
will start their walk out to the field for piko promptly at 8 am. If piko has already started and your child is tardy, the expectation is 
that parents will accompany their child to piko and oli in with them.  All students who arrive late and are tardy (with the exception of 
students riding KANU’s shuttle after arriving to Waimea on the Hele-On Bus) must report to the office to sign-in.  Parents are required 
to call in absences or leave a message regarding your child’s absence at 890-8144. (**Our 887-8144 number is no longer in service)
AFTER SCHOOL CARE – Space is still available for after school care on our KANU campus brought to you by Kanu o ka ʻĀina 
Learning ʻOhana (KALO).  After school care is Monday to Thursday from 2:45-5:30 pm and from 12:00 - 5:30 pm on Fridays for 
students in Kindergarten through grade 5. Cost is $200 per month or $14 per day Monday through Thursday and $30 on Fridays.  A 
typical afternoon includes a snack, some outside play time, assistance with homework and art or iPad activities if time permits.  If 
interested please call Te at 890-2508 or stop by our KANU office for an application.

BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION & LABELS FOR EDUCATION – Clip 
Box Tops and Labels for Education from participating products to help 
KANU earn funds to support school initiatives, events or earn free educa-
tional merchandise. Please add you child’s name and hui to your envelope or 
baggie of collected Box Tops or Labels for Education when dropping them 
off to our office. 

COMMUNITY
BACK -2-SKU MIDDLE SCHOOL DANCE – Friday, Aug. 28th from 6-10 pm at Waimea Community Center.  No entry fee, FREE 
EVENT! $5 pre-sale concession tickets available at Kanu o ka ʻĀina (see Uncle Te).   Free light rings for the first 50 students!                                    
See www.waimeaathletics.com for more information

*Please see enclosed flyers for other opportuntities and/or community events.

Important Info & Updates

Ho‘omana‘o

Visit our website:  http://kanu.kalo.org

 August Birthdays          18  Nadia Yoshizumi  
 1   Sage Bonnici                               19  Marche`Matsumura, Skippy Turek, Kamalu Kuoha
 3   Kehau Tachera                               22  Kaydn Nauka, Jakob Honda, Clara Sulla, Lehua Sarsona
 5   Jay Brewer, Kaulike Kawamoto, Ava Kauka           23  Leahi Sanchez
 7   Tyella Noah Decker                                               24  Dylan Pires
10  Beau Chip                                                                             25  Ethan & Jacob del Mar-Emelio, Kuʻunahenani Tachera
11  Kupono Sarsona                                        & Keala Kekuewa, 
12  Deedee Bertelmann, Daisy Brown                                                      26  Lily Landt
13  Ileana Naihe                                              29  Hauʻoli McGurn
14  Allyssa Sturla                                           31  Makana Oliveros, Kien Campogan
15  Derek del Mar-Emelio, Kai Barretto
16  Anela Akau-LaClair, Lehia Akau       
17  Beau Leitner 
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