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Aloha kākou,
An international trip can be a life-changing, eye-opening event for youth to experience
a new culture, language, landscape, food, art and politics.  I know this first hand as I 
credit my travel to Rarotonga (Cook Islands) as an 11th grader to represent Hawaiʻi at 
the prestigious Festival of Pacific Arts.  It was there that I was first exposed to issues 
of poverty, poor sanitation and poor education systems.  I also experienced intact,
thriving indigenous peoples that speak their language and maintain a unique world-view.
This spring, the class of 2016 will be embarking on their own unique journey to 
Aotearoa, NZ.  This is just another way that KANU offers rigorous and high quality
learning opportunities.  We hope to make international experiences an annual or biennial event for our 
students.  Below is how the class described the purpose of their trip.

              In March, 2016, we are planning to journey to Aotearoa (New Zealand) to follow in the footsteps  
of our Native Hawaiian ancestors and navigators to explore and discover connections to our Polynesian 
ʻohana (family).  As kanaka Hawaiʻi (people of Hawaiʻi), we believe that we have responsibilities not only 
to our own islands but to the world.  To mālama honua (care for our earth).  There are multiple purposes 
for our  journey: 1) participate in a cultural exchange with haumāna (students) from Aotearoa, 2) explore 
other cultures similar to our own, 3) experience firsthand cultural influences in society today, 4) trace the 
migration of our ancestors, and 5) visit universities to explore opportunities for post high school atten-
dance outside our country.

If you wish to make a donation to help defray the costs of this educational experience, a donation box will be available at 
Festival of Lights.

Me ke aloha (with warm regards),
Mahina Paishon Duarte, Secondary Program Poʻo Kula
& Kanu o ka ‘Āina NCPCS Class of 2016

Alumni News
On another note, Congratulations are in order to class of 2013 KANU
alumni, Pōlanimakamae Kahakalau!  She was crowned Miss Kona 
Coffee 2016 at the scholarship pageant on November 7, 2015.  Pōlani 
graduated from Hawaiʻi Community College with an Associate in Arts 
degree in Hawaiian Studies in spring 2015 and entered the competition
to earn scholarship money to complete her undergraduate studies at 
UH-Hilo, where she is majoring in Anthropology.  
As Miss Kona Coffee 2016 Pōlani will travel to Japan on a promo-
tional tour for Kona coffee and the industry.  She also received a 
$10,000 Argosy University scholarship and $2,500 in unrestricted 
scholarship funds, as well as other gifts.  
We wish Pōlani the best of luck as she prepares for the Miss Hawaiʻi
pageant in July 2016 which will require not just continued hard work
and training, but fundraising.
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Papa Kukui
Nā Loina Hawaiʻi (Hawaiian Values)

Kū paʻa mākou me ka haʻahaʻa...
        we stand with humility.
               -nā haumāna a ka Papa Kukui

Values define our behaviors, determine our 
relationships withothers, and influence what 
kind of person we want to be. 

Haumāna continue to learn, share, teach and 
practice these values daily.  To be aware of 
these experiences only helps to make choices 
pono.

        ʻO mākou nō me ka hoʻomaikaʻi…   
                            we are grateful.

As Kā Kanu Makahiki approaches, haumāna 
prepare and familiarize themselves in games; 
kūkini, ʻulumaika, hakamoa, and uma.  

They share their manaʻo of hoʻokupu, an ap-
propriate offering, a pūʻolo, wrapped in laʻi 
and helped to create their Papa Kukui Oli. 

Mission: Kūlia i ka Nu‘u - Strive To Reach Your Highest!



     Oli Kukui

     Kukui mālamalama  
     Malu mai nā kupu o ka ʻāina
     Ka ʻāina o ka ua kīpuʻupuʻu
     Hoʻonani ia nā pua, i ke aloha
          ka lōkahi, ka haʻahaʻa, a me   
          ke ahonui
     E mālamalama i ke ala o nā kūpuna
     Eia nō mākou, ka Papa Kukui

     Lonoikamakahiki!

     Kukui Chant

     Kukui, light of knowledge
     Shade (protect) the off springs of the land
     The land of Ka Ua Kīpu`upu`u (Waimea)
     Adorn the flowers (keiki) with love,   
           unity, humility and patience
     Enlighten the path to excellence
     Here we are the Kukui Class.

Visit our website:  http://kanu.kalo.org



KANU
WINTER BREAK DECEMBER 21, 2015 to JANUARY 5, 2016 – Students report back to school on Thursday, January 
7, 2016.  Teachers report back to school on Wednesday, January 6, 2016.
KANU MAKAHIKI – ʻOhana members are invited to join us on Thursday, Dec. 10th on our campus field.  Makahiki games for all 
students grades PK-12 will take place throughout the day following ceremony and piko.  Any games not held on Dec. 10th for second-
ary students will carry over to the morning of Friday, Dec. 11th.  Come watch and cheer your keiki on throughout the day.  A kalua/
cabbage bowl or a chili bowl will be on sale for lunch if you would like to join us, or –feel free to pack a home lunch.  A $5.00 pre-sale 
ticket for your meal can be purchased in our school office.  Otherwise it will be $6.50 on the day of our Makahiki event. 
MAKAHIKI FUNDRAISER – Monies or unsold tickets were due back to school on Monday, November 23, 2015.  Please return your 
child’s ticket packet or monies for tickets sold as soon as possible.  Call Kehau Tachera at 890-2540 with any questions. 
FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS: THURSDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2015 – Save the date!  Join us for a joyous evening walking through deco-
rated classrooms to view and purchase homemade holiday items, gifts and ‘ono homemade food & baked goods.  
NEED NEW UNIFORM SHIRTS? – Accepting polo shirts for printing now through Friday, December 18, 2015.  Shirts must be a 
solid color with collar and devoid of any messages or logos.  Shirts may be dropped off to our school office for printing the school logo 
at a cost of $2.00 per shirt. Please contact Kehau Tachera at 890-8144 if you have any questions.
RECOMMITMENT FORMS DUE DEC. 18th, 2015 – Recommitment forms for next school year, SY 2016-2017, were sent home on 
Tuesday.  All students planning to return to KANU for SY16-17 must return this form to our school office by Friday, December 18th, 
2015.  If a recommitment form is not received by the due date we will assume that your child is not interested in returning to KANU 
and will provide his/her space for a new student. Please contact Margo Kawamoto at 890-8144 with any questions.  
GREAT OPPORTUNITY, INTERESTED? –  Mālamapōkiʻi hopes to offer a morning family early enrichment program beginning in 
January.  The Kaiao Program would offer facilitated educational activities that engage parents with their 3 or 4 year old, three times 
a week from 8:15-10:15 a.m.  If interested please contact Kehau Tachera at 890-2540 to get your name on our contact list for more 
information.  Feel free to pass on the information to others.

COMMUNITY
55th ANNUAL WAIMEA CHRISTMAS TWILIGHT PARADE – Saturday, Dec. 5, 2015 from 5:30-6:45 pm through Waimea town.  
Theme: “Kold Kountry Christmas!”  Featuring a Santa float and dozens of units and lighted trucks representing Waimea keiki, kupuna, 
churches, youth groups, community organizations, ranches, farms and businesses.  Visit www.WaimeaTown.org for more information.
MAKAHIKI GAMES TRAINING – Training continues at Waimea Middle School Field from 2:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. on Monday, 
Dec. 7 & Dec. 14.  All welcome to attend.  Elementary students must have a chaperone.  Bring a water bottle, aloha, kōkua, mālama 
& mahalo.  Training presented by Kā Moku o Keawe Makahiki.  Contact Keala Kahuanui at kkahuanui@gmail.com with questions or 
for more information. 
INSTRUCTIONAL GIRLS SOFTBALL IN WAIMEA – Parks & Recreation Waimea will be hosting free instructional softball for 
girls ages 9-10 & 11-12 beginning in December.  On-site registrations will be taken on Monday, Dec. 7, 4pm at Waimea Park Field 
A.  Clinic to follow.  Players must wear shoes & bring a glove.  Scrimmages will be held on Wednesdays during the month of January.  
For more info., call Melissa Samura @ 887-3014 or fax #887-3012.  
BOYS BASKETBALL REGISTRATION – Waimea Athletics is currently accepting registration for the upcoming 2016 boys basket-
ball season until Dec. 10th.  Age groups include 9-10, 11-12 & 13-14 divisions.  Register online at waimeaathletics.com.  Player & 
coach uniform shirt, league photo & team basketball included in $20 registration fee.  Visit website or email Noe at waimeaathletics@
gmail.com.  
KĀ MOKU O KEAWE MAKAHIKI – SAVE THE DATE – Saturday, January 16, 2016 at Waimea Park from 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
Community event with Hale ʻĀina (Healthy Food Booths), Hale Ola (Health, wellness & culture tents, and Hoʻokūkū Kahalui (Maka-
hiki Games Championship).  KANU Makahiki Champions will be invited attend and registered to play after our KANU Makahiki on 
Dec. 10th, 2015.  

Important Info & Updates

Ho‘omana‘o

Visit our website:  http://kanu.kalo.org

December Birthdays
1   Iolani Casar         18  Heʻenalu Lindsey-Soares
2   Conrad Evans & Kalae Lindsey       19  Ariana Velasco 
4   Anuhea Kriss         21  Dyllen Takaki
6   Solano Satterwhite         23  Alysa Agosto & Malie Sarsona       
7   Rowan Whitesell                         26  Leilani Kahele
8   Xander Hoʻopai          27  Sequoia Barretto & Kyani Bertelmann-Kanekoa  
9   Ehukai Mehau                          31  Lincoln Jardine , Ciani Macias & Malohi Vea-McDonald
10  Kaʻihikapu Maikui & Marlie Kahoʻopiʻi                                                                
16  Jadin Chaves, Della Stallsmith,Torres Brennan, Keani Ke & Kaleo Dudoit    
17  Morgan Alaniz & Teya Medeiros          


