
Hunehune KaloHunehune Kalo VOL 23, Issue 7 | Malaki 12, 2021               

1

Mana‘o Nui
E kaupē aku no i ka hoe a kō mai.

Put forward the paddle and draw it back.
Go on with the task that is started and finish it.

–Mary Kawena Pukui

This ʻōlelo noʻeau is one of  my all-time favorites, and it 
is one that I share every year with the haumāna at piko. 
Transitioning into the final quarter of  the year, this ʻōlelo 
noʻeau reminds us to complete the tasks that have been 
started to the best of  our ability, whether in school or our 
personal lives. In recognizing this ʻōlelo noʻeau, I honor and 
acknowledge all the past Kanu paddlers who have set their 
hoe forward. With every stroke, they have intentionally 
moved our waʻa forward for a collective purpose and goal. 
As a past paddler and past paddling coach for Kanu o 
ka ʻĀina, this is a saying that I would often look to for 
inspiration and guidance. This ʻōlelo noʻeau could be 
applied to every stroke of  the hoe, every practice during 
the week, and every race during the season. It is a saying 
that reminds us of  our intentions when initiating a task. 
Like a paddle, we all have the ability to create action, 
motion, and a positive result in anything we set out to do. 
We all have a choice in the effort that we generate when we 
put our paddles forward. As kanaka, we can simply place 
the paddle in the water and let the momentum of  other 
people’s efforts do the work, or we can drive our blades 
deep below the hull to propel our canoe forward with 
intention and purpose.
Paddlers deconstruct, train, and plan for the different parts 
of  the race. The start plays a vital role in the physiological 
defeat of  your opponent. If  you can create separation from 
the start, a weaker opponent will begin to doubt themselves. 
Executing the turn takes skill, clear communication, and 
finesse—the outcome of  the race teeters on the turn’s 
execution. The final stretch of  the race is what shows 
the inner strength and grit of  a crew. It is what defines 
the whole race. It is what will be remembered once the 
competition is complete. We are coming upon the final 
stretch of  this year’s “race,” and it is time for all of  us to 
finish what we have started to the best of  our abilities.         
E nā ʻohana Kanu o ka ʻĀina. Put forward the paddle and 
draw it back, again and again, with intention, excellence, 
and pride in everything you do. 

Aloha, 
Kanoa Castro
Upper School Poʻokumu     

Spring Break - Malaki  15 - 19
Haumāna Return 

Pō‘alua, Malaki 23, 2021

Planning to travel inter-island or beyond the     
Pacific ocean during spring break?

If you answered YES, click on the icon below                                                   
to view the UPDATED COVID-19 TRAVEL POLICY.

He Kuleana Ko Kākou means we all have a kuleana 
to kūlia i ka nuʻu– pursue our dreams, become our best 
selves and be accountable for all that we do. 

Kuleana is a strength. During spring break, let’s 
collectively follow the updated CDC guidelines and 
adhere to the Hawaiʻi State Covid Travel Restrictions. 

When we pool our strengths together, Everyone 
benefits. Have a wonderful spring break!

http://kanu.kalo.org/apps/news/article/1401319


Tuesday, March 2nd was National Read Across America 
Day. Read Across America celebrates reading diverse 
books all year long. 
March 2nd is a special day because millions of  readers 
nationwide will pick up a book and read with a child. 
This months featured book is called Tiara’s Hat Parade. 
It’s a story about a sweet little girl with a big idea to help 
make her mothers dream come true with beautiful hats.  

K-5 Kanu o ka ʻĀina keiki and 
kumu celebrated Read Across 
America by reading Tiara’s Hat 
Parade and a selection of  other 
great childrens books, dressing 
up throughout the week and also 
setting aside a special day called 
Read Across Hawaiʻi. 
“Children are made readers on 

the laps of their parents.”  
— Emilie Buchwald  
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Hunehune KaloHunehune Kalo Bits & Pieces of News...

A Message From...E Ola      
Aunty Mary Martinson, K-12 Counselor

Aloha,

Homemade Disney Churros, 
Trolls World Tour on the living 
room couch instead of  a theater, 
watching the entire series of  
The Office...these are some 
examples when my `ohana and 
I talked about March 2020 and 
what wasnʻt the worst part of  
lockdown last year. Weʻd never 
heard of  blue light glasses or drive through graduations. 
A lot was cancelled. That word itself  “cancelled” now 
takes on such new meaning. Watching our own keiki and 
all the haumāna struggle with things cancelled or changed 
significantly was definitely one of  the hardest parts when 
all of  this began. Some of  us lost loved ones to a disease 
we had never even heard of  before.
March marks a year since we knew what it meant to 
live during a global pandemic. Itʻs impacted everyone 
worldwide, but all of  us in different ways. In the 
Martinson hale, we are planning an evening together at 
home on March 25th to take time to think of  all thatʻs 
happened in the past 12 months. I invite you all to have 
a conversation with your `ohana some night soon of  the 
good, the bad, and somewhere in between. Since it was 
a unanimous request at my place, Iʻll be making those 
churros to add a little sweet to soften the bitterness of  
what some memories will for sure dredge up.
I want to mahalo all of  you for supporting your keiki and 
Kanu during these past 12 months. I have been impressed 
with the resiliency of  our haumāna, the hard work of  the 
school and all who work here, and the support of  `ohana 
while navigating something that continues to affect our 
everyday lives. As we move into the final quarter of  this 
school year, we once again face some changes with plans 
at kula. The essence of  kūlia i ka nuʻu continues to show 
as we move into the final part of  this year. Mahalo again 
for all that you do to support your keiki and one another. 
Another phrase that hits differently now– “weʻre all in this 
together” is still the truth!

Mahalo!

Aunty Mary

Hunehune Kalo, KANU’s 
monthly newsletter covers “bits 
& pieces” of  news relating to 
school policies, activities, events, 
performances, student awards, 
community happenings and 
much more.
For more information, contact 
Val Hanohano – val@kalo.org

Kanu o ka ‘Āina Celebrates 
Read Across America March 1 - 5, 2021

March Happenings  

March 1 - 5  Read Across America
March 15 - 22  Spring Break
March 23  Haumāna return to school
March 23 - 24  Virtual Zoom Conferences
  * Keiki must attend conference with  
  a parent to be counted as in school  
  for 3/23 & 3/24 
March 26 Prince Kūhiō Day (No School)
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Bits & Pieces of News...

This school year has brought so many diferent challenges 
and opportunities for growth. One of  the things I 
wondered about this year was how to keep things as 
“normal” as possible for haumāna in Papa Hāpuʻu. 
Fourth grade is typically a year of  big growth. Haumāna 
are in upper elementary school. They’re in a different 
part of  campus, physically and mentally “moving up” 
their educational path. Expectations are higher and it is 
usually assumed that haumāna are capable of  DOING 
more.

That means thinking of  new and innovative ways of  
doing things we usually do in Papa Hāpuʻu. One of  
those usual things is planting and tending to their mala. 
Each year, working in conjunction with Aunty Heather 
Sarsona, haumāna work to mālama an individual plot 
of  ʻāina just outside our classroom. They select the seeds 
they want to plant, measure their spaces, plant their 
seeds, then tend to their mala as the year progresses.

Given our vitural learning environment during the first 
semester, we used money from last year’s Spirit Card 
fundraiser to purchase all of  the materials haumāna 
would need to create a garden space of  their own at 
home: soil, amendments, seeds, and pots. Aunty Heather 
created a “How To” video taking haumāna through each 
step of  the planting process.

Once their seeds were planted, haumāna spent all of  
Quarter 2 plotting and logging about the progress of  
their gardens. They were expected to diagram their seed 
planting set up, log how often they watered, measure 
how tall their plants were growing, and note if  there was
anything out of  the ordinary happening to their gardens. 
At least once a week, haumāna shared a picture of  their 
mala so we could see their progress.
Seeds planted included flowers and vegetables, such as 
cosmos, tomatoes, beets, carrots, calendulas, or swiss 
chard.

Papa Hāpu‘u - Grade 4 Haumāna were super excited to watch their plants grow. 
Some were disappointed when their plants didn’t grow, 
but that gave them the opportunity to reflect on why and 
they were able to plant new seeds. Many discussions were 
had about what it meant to tend to their mala. It isn’t 
just about planting and watering regularly. Haumāna 
were encouraged to spend time with their mala, to share 
their aloha, and to speak in their growing plants.
Our hui theme this year is “Aʻohe pau ka ʻike i ka hālau 
hoʻokahi” which means “Not all learning comes from 
one source.” Our DIY garden kits gave haumāna an 
opportunity to show their independence with learning at 
home and allowed all ʻohana members to participate in 
this project, as well. 
Click on the Papa Hāpuʻu image below to view student 
videos.

Kumu Maile Becka

I ola ‘oe, I ola mākou nei. When you thrive, we thrive.

Top L-R: Jazz Renauer, Riley Taga; Middle L-R: Marlie Rose 
Kahoʻopiʻi, Anders Berezney, Waika Takushi, Hulili Ah Lo; Bottom 
L-R: Marina Sanches, ʻĀkōlea Case

https://read.bookcreator.com/7zTR86aNIlMSc2H0OZh6Y6xjtpF2/-QB2XaiCS3GWTjCshlGzXg
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Bits & Pieces of News...

Hōʻike - v. to show, exhibit

For the past seven years, Papa Kukui have created and 
published a classroom book. This year, Ola Ka Mauli, 
written and illustrated by our 1st graders share nā mea 
waiwai (values) and ‘ōlelo noʻeau reflections.
Over the years, this project has created and inspired 
young writers, illustrators and compassionate learners 
grounded in Native Hawaiian culture and language.  
Sharing in the excitement and creativity through art is 
motivation in itself. Haumāna look forward to hands-on 
learning and collaboration.
As kumu, we seek to capture every learning opportunity 
possible and create lasting memories.  An example of  
that is a keepsake that can be read over and over again.

Written and illustrated by Ms. Puhi & Ms. Espere’s  Class.
Kanu o ka ‘Āina New Century Public Charter School 2021

Kayde Cox Wela Cook Zaiden Nicolas

How to Publish a Book from Start to Finish!
Papa Kukui - Grade 1 - Kumu Maua Puhi and Kumu Kai Tolentino 

Papa Kukui Celebrates Heluhelu ma waena o ‘Amelika

Poʻokela NaukaZayden Carvalho
Kaulana Goto-Stokes Kayde Cox
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He Lau Māʻona
A leaf that gives plenty to eat. Feeding your knowledge with ike Hawaiʻi.

ʻŌlelo  |  Hawaiian History  |  Cultural Events  |  Activities

About Kanu o ka ʻĀina NCPCS
KANU’s mission is Kūlia i ka nu‘u, or strive for the 
highest. A philosophy of  excellence guides KANU as we 
collectively design, implement and continuously evaluate 
a quality, culturally-driven, intergenerational Hawaiian 
model of  education with Aloha.
Our mission “Kūlia I Ka Nuʻu” signifies our efforts to 
provide a quality choice in education, as well as our 
ongoing focus on growth and excellence, a standard set 
by Hawaiʻi’s native forefathers.
Kanu o ka ‘Āina New Century Public Charter School 
is a Hawaiian-focused, bi-lingual public charter school 
serving students in grades K-12 in Waimea on Hawaiʻi 
Island.

Mary Kawena Pukui E ‘Ōla Mau Ka ‘Ōlelo Hawai’i

Mary Kawena Pukui was a 
native Hawaiian historian, 
teacher, author, genealogist, 
composer, kumu hula and kiaʻi 
of  Hawaiian ʻike. Mary spent 
her life traveling throughout 
the islands documenting, 
recording and translating 
songs and oral histories of  our 
Hawaiian people. 

She worked at the Bernice Pauahi Bishop Museum for 
over 20 years as a translator and ethnologist, co-authored 
Hawaiian Place Names and the Hawaiian Dictionary 
and wrote the book ʻŌlelo Noʻeau–Hawaiian 
Proverbs and Poetical Sayings. 

ʻŌlelo Noʻeau are traditional Hawaiian proverbs or wise 
sayings handed down from generation to generation 
through stories told by our kūpuna. 

Mahalo nui loa Tūtū Pukui for your dedication, 
expertise and commitment to Kūlia i ka nuʻu!   

To learn more about Mary Kawena Pukui, click on the 
link below. 

https://youtu.be/NuJCaabdEd0

Last month, we celebrated 
Mahina ʻŌlelo Hawaiʻi. In 
2012, our State Legislature 
officially designated the 
month of  February Mahina 
ʻŌlelo Hawaiʻi to celebrate 
and encourage the use of  
Hawaiian language.
On February 25th, in honor 
of  ʻŌlelo Hawaiʻi month, 
Congressman Kai Kahele 
spoke in Hawaiian during a speech on the floor of  the 
United States House of  Representative and translated it 
for House members.
I ka ʻōlelo no ke ola, i ka ʻōlelo no ka make. E ola mau 
ka ʻōlelo Hawaiʻi a me na ʻōlelo oiwi apau loa. “In the 
language rests life, in the language rests death. And our 
resolve is greater than ever, to ensure our language lives 
on.”
Click on the link below to watch Congressman Kai 
Kahele’s speech.

https://youtu.be/i92JHsJsJuc

Did you know?
UNIVERSAL EDUCATION IN THE 

HAWAIIAN KINGDOM

Education was through the medium of  the native language. 
On January 7, 1822, the first printing of  an eight-page 
Hawaiian spelling book was done, and all “the leading 
chiefs, including the king, now eagerly applied themselves 
to learn the arts of  reading and writing, and soon began to 
use them in business and correspondence (W.D. Alexander, 
A Brief  History of  the Hawaiian People (1892), p. 179).” 
By 1839, the success of  the schools was at its highest point, 
and literacy was “estimated as greater than in any other 
country in the world, except Scotland and New England 
(Laura Judd, Honolulu (1880), p. 79).”

https://youtu.be/NuJCaabdEd0
https://youtu.be/i92JHsJsJuc

