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Mana‘o Nui

Hunehune Kalo, Kanu’s monthly 
newsletter covers “bits & pieces” 
of  news relating to school policies, 
activities, events, performances, 
student awards, community 
happenings and much more.

For more information, contact Val 
Hanohano – val@kalo.org
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Puʻu from left to right: 
Hōkūʻula; ʻOwaʻowaka 
(ʻOaʻoaka); Kī; ʻOhu also 
known as Puʻu Maile 
(covered with trees)

Kilo: to watch closely, examine, observe, 
look around, forecast, stargazer, seer, 
reader of  omens.

Kanu o ka ʻāina has always been a place where people 
lend their perspectives in an effort to expand their
ancestral connections to past, present, and future 
knowledge. If  we stand in the presence of  our mauna, 
puʻu, kahawai, kai, and elemental phenomena each 
day and engage in their essence of  influence, we 
ultimately build our identity of  self  and place. Kanu 
o ka ʻāina means natives of  the land. As kanaka of  
Waimea and Hawaiʻi we are genealogically related 
to the ʻāina in a way that continuously reflects one 
another in the spirit of  growth and sustainability. Our 
familial tie with ʻāina is a bond as strong as a keiki 
to their parents. Rooted in the knowledge of  ʻāina, 
we use kilo to strengthen our identity of  place, self, 
ʻohana, kaiaulu, lāhui and more.

Understanding the Intricacies 
of  Waimea Through Kilo

One of  the unique features and key kilo points in 
Waimea are our puʻu (hills). The puʻu of  Waimea that 
sit upon Kohala Mountain are the backbone to the 
unique wind and rain patterns we experience. They 
shape and mold our actions as people, and influence 
where water collects in order to sustain life. The two 

main sources of  water for the town of  Waimea come 
from two kahawai named Kohākōhau and Waikoloa. 
Kohākōhau is behind and to the left of  Hōkūʻula. 
Waikoloa is to the right of  Kī and ʻOhu. Both 
maintain the mauka to makai connection carrying the 
precious red water of  Waimea to the kai.

Let us continue to say their names and understand 
their function within our place. thus building our 
identity. When we recite inoa ʻāina (land names) and 
kilo, we ultimately build upon the original intent and 
names gifted by our kūpuna. 

Kupu mai ka mauli ola. – grow our source of  life.

Mahalo,

Keōmailani Case
Elementary Poʻokumu



Aloha,

The Harvard Medical School 
published an article related 
to the psychology behind 
gratitude. They shared the 
research from psychologists 
Dr. Robert A. Emmons of  
the University of  California, 
Davis, and Dr. Michael E. 
McCullough of  the University 
of  Miami. Their research 
regards infusing gratitude to increase happiness in 
daily living. With gratitude, people acknowledge the 
goodness in their lives. In the process, people usually 
recognize that the source of  that goodness lies at least 
partially outside themselves. As a result, being grateful 
also helps people connect to something larger than 
themselves as individuals — whether to other people, 
nature, or a higher power. 

In positive psychology research, gratitude is strongly 
and consistently associated with greater happiness. 
Gratitude helps people feel more positive emotions, 
relish good experiences, improve their health, deal 
with adversity, and build strong relationships.” 

This month haumāna will be learning about and 
practicing ways to infuse a mindset of  gratitude 
into their day. Reflective processes may include art, 
journaling, talking story, kilo; there are many ways to 
take a moment to focus on what is going right. But 
the idea is to build skills and get comfortable thinking 
that the grass is green enough right where I am. I may 
have dreams and goals to get to another pasture one 
day, but I can make the most out of  my right now.

“Giving Thanks Can Make You Happier.” Harvard 
Health, 14 Aug. 2021, https://www.health.harvard.
edu/healthbeat/giving-thanks-can-make-you-happier. 

Aunty Mary
marym@kalo.org
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A Message From...E Ola      
Aunty Mary Martinson, K-12 Counselor

Hoʻomaikaʻi is a Hawaiian value that means to have 
a spirit of  gratitude and thankfulness. Did you know 
that gratitude is a learned behavior? We can teach 
keiki about hoʻomaikaʻi by setting good examples. 

Developing an attitude of  gratitude takes lots of  
patience and practice. As parents and teachers, we 
can teach keiki to notice the many things around us 
that we can be thankful for, such as family and friends, 
a healthy body, a place to live, food for our table, the 
beautiful sky and ocean, and so much more. 

Talking to keiki about being thankful is essential. 
Those who learn to be grateful become more sensitive 
to the feelings of  others and develop empathy as well 
as other life skills as they grow. They will also grow up 
to be adults who enjoy the fruits of  gratitude.

GRATITUDE
Wear gratitude like a cloak, and it will 

feed every corner of your life.
–– RUMI

Kanu o ka ‘Āina 2006 Hula Drama



Aloha kākou,

Our ancestor’s words 
held great power. The 
oli and mele is the 
highest form of  our 
Hawaiian language. It 
is the soul of  Hawaiʻi 
nei, preserving history, 
traditions, and prayers. 

Kūpuna composed 
intricate oli about 
moʻokūʻauhau 
(genealogy), tales of  
our aliʻi, stories of  the 
ʻāina and expressions of  aloha. Oli contain hidden 
messages called kaona.

At Kanu o ka ʻĀina NCPCS, we begin and end each 
day with oli. I want to focus on two oli. The first is Oli 
kahea, a chant asking permission to enter (i.e., a space, 
forest, cultural habitat). Second is Oli komo, a chant 
granting permission to enter. 

Click on the video link below to gain a deeper 
meaning of  oli kahea and oli komo. Enjoy!

Me ke aloha pumehana,

Naomi
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Ka Nuʻu      
Naomi Kaʻae-Tachera, Student Service Coordinator

A Place to Learn and Grow Together
Kauhale ʻŌiwi o Puʻukapu Campus is the home of  Kanu 
o ka ʻĀina NCPCS. It is located in the heart of  Kūhio 
Village on the Department of  Hawaiian Homelands in 
Waimea. 
Your choice to join our learning ʻohana is a commitment 
to the vision, mission and core values that are the       
foundation of  our school.

NOVEMBER 2021
Quarter 2 - 41 days  |  Oct. 19 - Dec. 17

NO SCHOOL
Veterans Day

Friday, November 11

Thanksgiving
Thursday - Friday  |  November 25 - 26

LĀ KUʻOKOʻA 
Hawaiian Independence

 Sunday, November 28

Leiʻohu Colburn-Santos 
Kanu o ka ʻĀina Hula Drama 2008

https://youtu.be/ZB6ej-SOsNw

https://youtu.be/ZB6ej-SOsNw
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ATTENDANCE POLICY
If  a child is unable to attend school the mākua/
guardian must report absences by calling the 
attendance hotline at 890-8144 for PK-12 haumāna 
before 9 a.m. for each day of  the child’s absence to 
report the absence. 

Returning to school: Child shall deliver to the school 
office a signed note from a parent or legal guardian 
stating the reason for the absence. After an absence 
of  three (3) or more days due to illness, your child 
must be readmitted to school through the office with a 
written statement from his/her doctor which notes: 
Nature of  the illness & dates excused from school 
Treatment Directions for follow-up Special directions 
for activities if  applicable (i.e. physical education 
participation)

PRESENT: The following are the circumstances 
and designations for which a haumāna will be 
marked present: 1. Haumāna is present in class. 2. 
Haumāna is on school property with authorization 
from teacher or administration.  3. Haumāna is on 
a school-authorized research trip, participating in 
a school team activity, or another school sponsored 
activity. 4. Haumāna participates in an approved 
internship/mentorship on or off campus. 5. Haumāna 
participates in an educational opportunity or 
special activity as deemed appropriate by school 
administration (e.g., participation in a recognized 
local, national or international competition). This 
designation always requires administrative approval 
prior to the event. 

Legitimate reasons for absence include: 
• Haumāna has a documented acute or chronic 

medical condition requiring a doctor’s care or 

other specialist appointments. 
• Haumāna is absent due to a verifiable religious 

observance. 
• Haumāna is absent due to a death in the 

immediate family (3 days maximum). 
• Haumāna is absent as a direct result of  legal 

obligations, supported by court subpoenas or 
appropriate documentation. 

Legitimate reasons for absence include: 
• Haumāna has a documented acute or chronic 

medical condition requiring a doctor’s care or 
other specialist appointments. 

• Haumāna is absent due to a verifiable religious 
observance. 

• Haumāna is absent due to a death in the 
immediate family (3 days maximum). 

• Haumāna is absent as a direct result of  legal 
obligations, supported by court subpoenas or 
appropriate documentation. 

ABSENT: A haumāna is considered absent when 
he/she is not physically present in school or in 
class unless participating in an off-campus huakaʻi 
or on an Individualized Learning Plan (ILP). 
Extended Absence 

Excessive Absences Excessive absenteeism will result 
in a family court referral for neglect.

• Tardies - The pū for piko is sounded at 7:55 
a.m. School begins promptly at 8:00 am. 

Arrival after 8:00 am is considered tardy. Haumāna 
who enter the campus after piko request permission 
to enter accompanied by their mākua /guardian. 
Haumāna with excessive tardiness is referred to the 
administration for action. 24 Students that arrive after 
the completion of  piko must check in with the main 
office to receive a pass before attending class.

Education is the passport to your future,  for tomorrow 
belongs to those who prepare for it today.

–– Malcom X
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He Lau Māʻona
A leaf that gives plenty to eat. Feeding your knowledge with ʻike Hawaiʻi.

ʻŌlelo  |  Hawaiian History  |  Cultural Events  |  Activities  | ʻOhana
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Hawaiian Independence
History of  Lā Kūʻokoʻa

Did you know that the Hawaiian Kingdom had a 
national holiday called Lā Kūʻokoʻa or Independence 
Day on November 28? Hawaiʻi was formally 
recognized as an independent nation by the powerful 
countries of  Britain and France on November 28, 
1843?

In 1840, Mr. Richard Charlton, the first British 
ambassador to Hawaiʻi, falsely claimed ownership of  
Hawaiian land. In 1843, the claim started a chain of  
events that led to the forced cession and restoration of  
the Hawaiian Kingdom. 

Mr. Charlton’s false claim of  ownership remained 
in the Hawaiian judicial system for some time. 
Kamehameha III enacted the Māhele of  1848, 
changing the Kingdom’s land tenure system forever.

In 1842, Richard Charlton’s land claim remained 
unresolved. Kamehameha III sent two emissaries, 
William Richards and Timoteo Haʻalilio, to negotiate 
formal treaties recognizing Hawaiʻi’s sovereignty from 
various nations.

In February 1843, Captain Lord George Paulet of  
Britain was sent to Hawaiʻi to investigate Richard 
Charlton’s claim. Captain Paulet found that the land 
ownership was illegal.

Although Kamehameha III’s two emissaries had 
already acquired verbal assurance of  Hawaiʻi’s 
independence from United States President Tyler 
and the United States Congress, the informal 
acknowledgment was insufficient to overturn Captain 
Paulet’s findings.

Lā Kūʻokoʻa - Novemapa 28
Over four months, 
Great Britain worked 
with the Hawaiian 
Kingdom to correct 
the situation, and on 
July 31, 1843, British 
Admiral Richard 
Thomas returned the 
Hawaiian Kingdom to 
Kamehmeha III. 

That day became 
known as Lā Hoʻihoʻi 
Ea. It marked another 
Hawaiian national 
holiday, the hoʻihoʻi 
(restoration, return) 
of  Hawaiʻi’s Ea 
(sovereignty).

Timoteo Haʻalilio and William Richards continued 
their successful mission in Europe with Sir George 
Simpson of  the Hudson Bay Company. They stayed 
after the events of  July 31 to witness the formal treaty 
signing between Britain and France that recognized 
the sovereignty of  the Hawaiian Kingdom. This day 
was November 28, 1843, Lā Kūʻokoʻa - Independence 
Day. 

Sixteen world nations recognized the Hawaiian 
Kingdom’s national independence between 1843 
and 1885. The Hawaiian Kingdom established 
International treaty relationships with Austria-
Hungary, Belgium, France, Germany, Great Britain, 
Italy, Japan. Netherlands, Russia, Spain, Sweden and 
Norway, the Swiss Confederation, and the United 
States of  America. 

On Sunday, November 28, 2021, 
let us reflect on our history and celebrate 

LĀ KŪʻOKOʻA - HAWAIIAN INDEPENDENCE. 
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Waʻa Mauloa visits Kanu o ka ʻĀina Learning ʻOhana   
In 1993, a single-hulled coastal fishing canoe named Mauloa was born. The men who built Mauloa followed strict 
Hawaiian spiritual protocols. They made tools using adze from a quarry on top of  sacred Mauna Kea. Mauloa 
means eternal, everlasting, forever, endless. 

On November 8 through November 12, Kanu o ka ʻĀina hosted Waʻa Mauloa and members of  the Nā Kālai Waʻa 
ʻohana. The event was highly educational and memorable for students and teachers of  Kanu’s learning ʻohana. 

Kanu o ka ʻĀina extends a sincere mahalo nui loa to Uncle Chadd Paishon, Uncle Maʻulili Dickson, Kealiʻi 
Maielua, Leiohu Santos-Colburn, and members of  the Nā Kālai Waʻa ʻohana. 

Mai kēia manawa ā mau loa aku.
From now to eternity; from now on and forever. 

Komo mai kau mapuna hoe.
Dip your paddle in. Join in the effort.

It takes many “kumu” hands working together to 
prepare Mauloa for her debut with keiki. 

For more information on Mauloa                   
click on the following link below. 

https://www.nakalaiwaa.org/ka-auwa-a-o-nkw

https://www.nakalaiwaa.org/ka-auwa-a-o-nkw 
https://www.nakalaiwaa.org/ka-auwa-a-o-nkw 
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Knowledge is everywhere and in everything.
Papa ʻAʻaliʻi kindergarteners build pilina (connection) with Waʻa Mauloa through experiential learning 
(hands on activities) and moʻolelo (storytelling). Mahalo nui iā ʻoe e Waʻa Mauloa.

7

“The best education does not happen at a desk, but rather engaged in everyday living – 
hands on, exploring, in active relationship with life.” –– Vince Gowmon 


