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Aloha e Kanu o ka ÿÄina ÿOhana!
I hope everyone had a very good Thanksgiving!  And now that we have officially entered into December, I would like 
to wish all of you Mele Kalikimaka, and hope you have a great holiday season filled with lots of food, family, and 
aloha!  

The school year so far has been a great one, and it always brings a smile to my face when I see our keiki in Hälau 
Hoÿolako when they are on their way to class or to the computer lab.  Most of them I know by name, while a few of 
the shy ones are my “hallway high-five” buddies.  And then there are those I am privileged to teach in my Tahitian 
drumming class.  But ALL of them are dear to my heart and I have high hopes and dreams for their success here at 
Kanu o ka ÿÄina.  

One of my kuleana is to find ways to support KANU students by providing not only community events, workshops 
and classes, but also to come up with interesting and fun after-school activities and programs.  Last year we were 
able to do many diverse programs ranging from art to Tahitian dance and drumming, hula, and even ballet classes.  
This year, in addition to our regular recurring classes, we added a writing workshop, hip-hop dance, and just recently 
we’ve added our brand new After-school Keiki Care Program.  

This new After-school Keiki Care Program is one that I am very proud of, because it is being run by a KANU alumni, 
– Hiÿilei DeAgiuar, and her assistants are current KANU high school students.  This is a great mentoring opportunity 
for our high school assistants who may have an interest in pursuing Early Childhood Education or other similar 

careers.  It also gives them work experience to add to their growing resume, and is a fun and more importantly safe environment for 
our haumäna.

A typical after-school program day begins with a snack, then the keiki have some time to play in the playground and piko area.  After 
play time they come back and start on their homework.  For those who don’t have homework, they can either work on an art project, or 
read.  On Fridays when the keiki are here from noon, we have lunch right after school (parents send a home lunch), and the schedule 
is similar, but because it is a longer day, Hiÿilei has added computer lab projects, art and music.  Sometimes a movie day with popcorn 
or even a healthy snack making day (and tasting of course!) is planned.  Our Fridays are going to be a fun and educational day for your 
keiki! 

If you are in need of child care after school, whether it be five days per week, or just one or two, Hiÿilei and her program are here for 
your keiki!  The program runs: Monday – Thursday, 3pm – 5:30pm and on Fridays, 12pm to 5:30pm.  For additional information or to 
sign up, please see the attached flyer, call me directly at 890-2508 or email: te@kalo.org.    

Mahalo nui for your continued support!

Me ke aloha pumehana, 

Terangi “Te” Benioni
Program Manager
KALO

Kanu o ka ‘Äina New Century Public Charter School
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P.O. Box 398  Kamuela, HI  96743   Phone: 808-890-8144  Facsimile: 808-890-8146 E-mail: kanuprincipal@kalo.org

ÿA‘ohe ‘ai waiwai ke hiki mai ka makahiki. 
No food is of any value when the Makahiki festival comes.
Enjoy what you have now lest it not be of much use later.  

During the makahiki season, the people gave thanks to Lono and his priests by sharing with them the 
bounties of the land and sea.  All other trading and giving ceased until the makahiki festivities were over.   

While sharing our good fortunes always results in blessings, there are certain times of the year where a 
spirit of giving and thanks-giving abounds.  During this makahiki season let us be thankful for what we 
have and share our bounties with others.



Papa Lehua
The first half of Papa Lehua’s school year has been a whirlwind of fun and learning! As a hui we have been discussing, recognizing 
and understanding the guiding values here at Kanu – Aloha, Mahalo, Kökua and Mälama.  Mahalo i ka mea loaÿa was a big focus 
during the second quarter and Papa Lehua all agrees we have SO much to be thankful for! 

LONOIKAMAKAHIKI! LONOIKAMAKAHIKI! LONOIKAMAKAHIKI! 

During this Makahiki season we want to mahalo Hui Aloha ÿÄina Kuauli for their kökua in teaching various Makahiki games to Papa 
Lehua.  They have graciously organized practices so we can all külia in our favorite events at Kanu’s Makahiki and possibly at Kä 
Waimea Makahiki.  Everyone always looks forward to this time of year and our papa is already making predications and anticipating 
who will be lanakila this year!  Kumu waiwai (resources) of the ÿäina is our yearlong focus.  During the second quarter we have 
explored this theme through Makahiki, by learning about the many natural resources that are used for entertainment and staying 
physically fit. 

Kunaka perfecting his ÿUlu Maika form. Jerzi and Lakisha face off in Uma.

Jordan and Kamakoa 
playing Haka Moa.

And they’re off!

Höÿike Haumäna

Mission: Külia i ka Nu‘u - Strive To Reach Your Highest!



Our hui is also discovering the kumu waiwai that the ÿäina provides in the form of mea ai. 
Mahalo to Aunty Heather Sarsona for volunteering her time and energy in helping us start up 
our mäla.  We are really beginning to fully understand the complete process of growing our 
own food; and that it’s not just putting a seed in the ground and then it’s ready to eat. We have 
gone through all the pre-planting steps and now we are ready to germinate our seeds.  
Experiencing all these steps has made us much more appreciative of our mea ai.  We are also 
more aware of how important it is that kanaka and ÿäina always remember to kökua aku, 
kökua mai.

Papa Lehua also explored this reciprocal 
relationship on our huakaÿi to the Kohala 
Pumpkin Patch. Prior to our excursion 
we learned all about the life cycle of 
pumpkins, as well as the names of the 
various parts of a pumpkin.  Mahalo to 
ÿAnakë Stacy for teaching us more about 
being a mahiÿai and how they were able 
to grow so many beautiful pumpkins! 
We came back to school and decided we 
wanted our own gorgeous pumpkin   

 patch s we created one full of our dream  
             pumpkins!

Books are something that Papa Lehua is extremely thankful for and we would like 
to mahalo Püÿulu Aukahi Mäkua for putting on an awesome book swap here on 
campus.  We are becoming voracious readers and are really amazing ourselves at 
how quickly we are becoming strong readers! 

Mahalo nui to all of the KANU ÿohana members who have helped us have a 
tremendous start to this year.  Our haumäna all agree they are SO thankful for all 
of their mäkua, and our papa would especially like to thank Aunty Kehau Tachera, 
Aunty Nau, Aunty Lori Casuga and Aunty Vanessa Kalama for all of their kökua in

 making each and every school day extra special!  We cannot wait to see what the  
  second half of our school year has in store for us!

Lakisha, Leola and Madeleine
 with their picks from the patch!

Peyton and Hayden working hard.

Papa Lehua loving their books! Our own pumpkin patch! Harvesting 
Buckwheat Seeds.

Höÿike Haumäna

Visit our website:  http://kanu.kalo.org



LONOIKAMAKAHIKI! –  Celebrate Makahiki, a time of thanksgiving, rest and recuperation, of merriment and joy.  As in previous 
years, KANU students, staff, ‘ohana members and interested cultural practitioners are invited to participate in our Mauka Opening 
Ceremony on Wednesday, December 11 at Kauhale ÿÖiwi o Puÿukapu and a Makai Closing Ceremony on Wednesday, March 5 at 
Puÿukoholä.  For more information, contact ÿAnakala Nälei Kahakalu at (work) 890-8144.  Makahiki games for all students grades 
PK-12 will take place throughout the day following piko on December 12, 2013 on our campus field.  Any games not held on 
Thursday December 12 for secondary students will carry over to the morning of Friday, December 13th. 

FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS, THE EVENING OF THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2013 – Join us for a joyous evening walking through 
decorated classrooms to view and purchase holiday items such as wreaths and ornaments decorated by our keiki and staff as well as 
‘ono homemade goodies.  Bid on silent auction items in the Lökahi room of Hälau Hoÿolako.  Bring a potluck dish to share and enjoy 
the spirit of the holidays with family and friends.

NEED NEW UNIFORM SHIRTS? – Accepting polo shirts for printing during winter intersession up until Friday, December 20, 
2013.  Shirts must be a solid color with collar and devoid of any messages or logos.  Shirts may be dropped off to either school office 
for printing the school logo at a cost of $2.00 per shirt.  Please feel free to call Margo at 890-8144 if you have any questions.

HUI ALOHA ‘ÄINA KUAULI FUNDRAISER – Selling tickets for Kamuela Gourmet Granola. Choice of two flavors: Autum Spice 
(Pear & Pumpkin Spice) or Coco Choco Mac (Coconut, Chocolate Macadamia Nut). 12oz bag for $11.00.  A great breakfast or snack 
anytime of the day!  See any student from Hui Aloha ÿÄina Kuauli to purchase your ticket.  Purchases will be delivered on January 7, 
2014.

SAVE THE DATE – KÄ WAIMEA MAKAHIKI – Saturday, January 11, 2014 from 7:00 am – 5:00 pm at Waimea Park.  Activities 
include Hoÿokükü - Athletic championships for K-12 students from various schools, mäkua and küpuna divisions, as well as Nä Hale 
ÿAina - Food Concessions featuring healthy ‘ONO food prepared by our students.  All KANU ‘ohana are encouraged to attend this fun 
filled day.

COLLEGE HORIZONS – This is a six-day “crash course” in preparing for college.  Students establish personal relationships 
with admissions representatives and college counselors to help student: select colleges, write memorable essays, complete winning 
applications, receive test taking strategies and resources and navigate the financial aid/scholarship process. Completed applications 
must be postmarked by February 4, 2014.  Eligibility: Native Hawaiian, Alaskan or American Indian (proof of heritage); 3.00 GPA (in 
academic course); 10th and 11th grade high school students. $225 program fee includes tuition, room, meals, program materials and 
ground transportation.  Significant financial aid is available to students in need.  For an application visit www.collegehorizons.org or 
contact Besty Boland at betsy@kalo.org.

KANU

COMMUNITY

“LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK – Kanu o ka ÿÄina Learning Ohana (KALO) now has a Facebook page, and will be 
posting all events, workshops, classes, etc. that are being held on campus at Kauhale ÿÖiwi o Puÿukapu.

BIG ISLAND GIVING TREE DONATIONS COLLECTION STORE – Parker Ranch Center.   Open Tuesdays thru Saturdays, noon 
to 6 pm, December 5-20.  Please stop by to donate to this project to help be sure no one in Waimea/North Hawaiÿi is forgotten.  This 
year’s program includes both an Adopt a Family and Adopt a Child opportunity. Applications accepted now thru December 11. Contact 
Rhonda Bell  at 880-1984 or Nancy Carr Smith at 896-2239.  Go to www.WaimeaTown.org and click on “2013 Waimea Christmas 
Parade” tab at the top of home page for more information.

TOYS FOR TOTS WAIMEA DROP OFF – Council Member Margaret Wille’s office (64-1067 Mamalahoa Hwy, C-5 Holomua 
Center) is the official county “Toys for Tots” Drop Location in Waimea!  If you are unable to make it to her office, you are welcome 
to drop your items off at Hälau Ho’olako.  Please drop off any NEW, UNWRAPPED gifts.  No stuffed animals, however if they do get 
stuffed animals, they will donate them to. Deadline is December 13, 2013. 

Important Info & Updates

Ho‘omana‘o

Visit our website:  http://kanu.kalo.org

December Birthdays
2   Asher Mendes & Kalae Lindsey   18  Heÿenalu Lindsey-Soares 
4   Logan Babcock     20  Ford Stallsmith
7   Näleialoha Pahiÿo & Rowab Whitesell  21  Kayla Furtado
8   Xander Hoÿopai     22  Stephen Pagano III
10  Kaÿihikapu Maikui    23  Alysa Agosto & Malie Sarsona
11  Asia Vinayaga     24  Benjamin May
15  Stayiesha Tucay-Rabago Laÿa   26  Leilani Kahele & Aaliyah Koyanagi
16  Jadin Chaves, Kaleo Dudoit & Della Stallsmith 27  Sequoia Barretto & Kyani Bertelmann-Kanekoa
17  Morgan Alaniz, Kekahi Ferreira & Teya Medeiros 30  Bruce Kauwe Decker & Katarin Neskovic
      31  Lincoln Jardine & Ciani Macias  
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