
Hunehune Kalo
Weekly Newsletter

Kanu o ka ‘Äina New Century Public Charter School

M
a

na
‘o

 N
ui Aloha mai käkou

‘Ölelo No‘eau

P.O. Box 398  Kamuela, HI  96743   Phone: 808-890-8144  Facsimile: 808-890-8146 E-mail: kanuprincipal@kalo.org

Volume 13    Issue 23      February 14, 2013

We hope everyone enjoyed Kani ke ‘Ö presentations at Kühiö Hale last Thursday.  Haumäna and 
keiki were outstanding in presenting their favorite mele of Israel Kamakawiwoÿole.  The Kühiö 
Hale location was perfect with lots of room for guests to enjoy.  Mahalo to Aunty Auhea and Aunty 
DeeDee for a most enjoyable evening.

Several of our haumäna participated in a voluntary huakaÿi to honor and support the preservation of 
Mauna Kea in Hilo on Tuesday, February 12, 2013.  As part of our 2012-13 theme to mälama ÿäina, 
18 Puÿupülehu high school students and 11 Puÿukapu middle school students elected to extend class-
room learning by participating in a rally to express their love for this sacred mountain.  Participation 
in this activity, sharing oli, mele and hula, brings meaning and relevance to their study as well as 
expresses their strong support as they stand steadfast in their belief that the mauna is sacred.  Mahalo to the kumu for 
providing a solid, balanced view of issues to prepare the haumäna for this huakaÿi.

In the interest of your child’s safety, we want to remind parents to check in at the office first when picking up your 
child up for early release.  You must sign them out, then office staff will collect your child from their classrooms for 
you.  This is less disruptive to classroom learning and also ensures that no one is picking up your child without au-

thority to do so.  While on the topic of safety, you were informed via renweb alert about lock downs at Waimea and Honokaÿa Schools 
on Monday.  Although KANU was not directly involved, we wanted to let ÿohana know that we were aware of the situation and moni-
toring it closely.  Please know that your child’s safety is our first priority and we will immediately inform you via renweb alert when 
circumstances dictate it and/or informed by police to lock down the school.

Mahalo to everyone for prompt return of re-applications by the February 15th deadline.  It has been a pleasure to read student and 
parent reflections and receive reassurance that you feel we are doing a good job.  Some of your remarks include: “my child has grown 
in self-confidence, my child has become more independent, your challenging curriculum has allowed my child to surpass my expecta-
tions, with the new campus my child comes to school with a sense of pride and appreciation, safe, loving environment, ÿohana feeling 
gives my child the attention and support he needs to learn.”  An overriding message is that you want to see more projects and cultural 
events that involve families to allow families to bond and learn together.  We hear you and will honor your request.

Finally, KANU is up for midterm review of our six-year accreditation.  Everyone has worked hard to complete a progress report since 
our 2009-10 self-study.  We will be visited by an onsite committee on March 11th.  Mahalo to all for your input, manaÿo and ideas.  It 
takes our collective efforts to showcase our unique model for learning.

Me ke aloha pumehana,

Patricia Bergin
Co-Administrator

O ka poÿe e ÿai ana i ka loaÿa o ka ÿäina 
he lohe ÿölelo wale aÿe no i ka ua o Hawaiÿi.

Those who eat of the product of the land 
merely hear of the rains in Hawaiÿi.

Said of absentee royal landlords who reap the gain 
but know nothing of the difficulties in the land where the toilers work.



Höÿike Haumäna

Mission: Külia i ka Nu‘u - Strive To Reach Your Highest!

Hui o Puÿupülehu 

The third quarter is well underway and the Puÿupülehu project has been engaged in a variety of tasks at our outdoor 
learning site and in the community. 

We started the quarter by preparing an imu for Kä Waimea Makahiki, which we filled with kalo that we harvested from 
our mala ÿai.  We are also beginning construction on our imu shed, which is being built from recycled tennis court posts 
that were donated by Uncle Moku Straus, compliments of the Mauna Lani Bay Hotel.  The shed will be designed to 
protect the imu from rain while it is in use in the future.

A small group of students from Puÿupülehu stayed overnight at the garden campus to monitor the imu.  They woke up 
early in the morning to prepare enough kalua pig to feed over 200 people at the Kä Waimea Makahiki.  The money raised 
helped finance the athletes travel expenses when they attended this year’s statewide Molokai Makahiki.  Five students 
from Puÿupülehu attended the Molokai event:  Micah Akana-Dizol, Kaniela Anakalea-Buckley, Kamehana Hurley, Kayla 
Furtado and Makaliÿi Bertelmann. 

At the Kani Ke ÿÖ performance on Feb. 7, our students performed two songs.  Our first song was Ka Huila Wai, which 
tells the tale of a woman from Kaÿu, who committed suicide to elude marriage to a cruel chief.  Our second song, E Ala E, 
is a rallying call to all of na poÿe Hawaiÿi, urging our people to unite as a collective body and support advancement of our 
culture and people into the future.

Haumäna planting kalo.Hardworking girls 
working the ÿäina.

Sam trimming kö.Our imu!



Kihiki Makua

Visit our website:  http://kanu.kalo.org

E Ala E was an appropriate choice for our project as we have recently become involved in the movement to support 
Mauna Kea in the midst of the current debate centered around the Thirty Meter Telescope, which, if approved, will 
occupy a five acre parcel of land on the summit.  Just this week, a group of students from our school attended a rally at 
the Hawaiÿi County Chamber of Commerce in support of our piko, Mauna a Wakea.  We joined an animated contingency 
in Hilo in peaceful protest, imparting our words, voices, and support.  Our involvement in this endeavor extends our 
school wide theme of Aloha ÿÄina, being an example of the metaphysical actions we can take to protect and mälama the 
sacred spaces we all share. 

We studied the issue regarding the building of the Thirty Meter Telescope (TMT) on undeveloped conservation land and 
“ceded” lands on Mauna Kea along with many other past and current events that have led up to the contested case hearing. 
In our class we have looked at both the scientific and cultural stand points.  We were able to share our love and support for 
Mauna Kea through oli, mele, and hula.  We sent the message that our connection to the mauna is strong and that we stand 
steadfast in the truth that our mauna is still sacred.  We were able to then attend the oral arguments from six petitioners. 
These petitioners were requesting that the State Board of Land and Natural Resources revoke the permit approving the 
building of the Thirty Meter Telescope. 

Our students were tasked with solidifying their own personal definition of aloha ÿäina.  Here are some excerpts from their 
work:

“When we give and love the land, the land gives and loves us back.  In conclusion, the 
better we take care of our ÿäina the better it will take care of us.”  
    ~ Kayla Furtado, sophomore

“Aloha ‘Äina to me is Kuÿu Hawai’i meaning I need to take care of what I have now 
and try to bring back what there was before; so later in life when my children and their 
children will have the resources they need and or more than what I have.”  
    ~ Kuÿulei Guerpo, junior

“Aloha ‘äina is taking care of the land.  But my version of it is when you have empathy 
for the land and what happens to it.” ~ Sam Cash, freshman

“When I am surfing, there is no 
separation between me and the 
elements.  The air, the wave, the sun, the wind, all the living things in 
the water and me are all connected in a magical moment that I want 

to relive over and over 
again.  I feel all the forces 
of the earth both visible 
and invisible are sending 
energy into my body. So, 
for me, Aloha ÿÄina means 
being connected to the 
elements.”  
~ Opeka Liftee, freshman

“When we aloha ÿäina by 
understanding, respecting, observing, 
acknowledging, and perpetuating the 
traditions that it puts forth is when 
the definition of aloha ÿäina can truly 
be seen and understood.”        
  ~ Kaniela Anakalea-Buckley, senior



Important Info & Updates

Ho‘omana‘o

Visit our website:  http://kanu.kalo.org

NO SCHOOL ON MONDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2013 - PRESIDENT’S DAY

DRESS UP DAY!  – Students may wear their “Sunday Best” or “Aloha Attire” on Friday, February, 22, 2013 instead of their KANU 
polo shirt.  Boys should wear dark colored jeans, dress pants, or tailored long shorts with a collared dress shirt or an aloha shirt.  No 
T-shirts.  Girls should wear a muÿumuÿu or dress.  Girls may also wear a skirt or dress pants with a nice blouse.  Straps on the dress or 
blouse should be at least one inch thick (no spagetthi straps) or a shrug or cardigan should be worn at all times.  Skirts and dress length 
need to be at an appropriate length.  Please see our handbook for details.  Students not wanting to “dress up” need to wear their KANU 
Polo shirt.  

STUDENT RE-APPLICATION FOR SY 2013-2014 – KANU students wanting to return to KANU for SY2013-2014 must return 
their re-application by February 15, 2013. Re-applications were sent home with your child.  If we do not receive the re-application, 
attachment and student & parent reflections by the due date, we will assume that your child is not interested in returning to KANU 
and will provide his/her space for a new applicant.  Re-applications are available at both school offices if another copy is needed. 
Contact Margo Kawamoto at 890-8144 with any questions.

NEW STUDENT APPLICATIONS FOR SY 2013-2014 – New student applications are available on our website as well as at both 
school offices. Application deadline is February 15, 2013.  Please contact Margo Kawamoto at 890-8144 with any questions.

KANU O KA ÿÄINA JUNIOR SENIOR PROM “A Little Bit of Heaven” – KANU will be partnering with Honokaÿa High School for 
a junior senior prom. The Prom will be held on Saturday, March 2, 2013 at the Waikoloa Beach Marriott from 6:30 – 10:30 pm.  The 
attire is semiformal (males must wear a dress jacket).  The cost is $72 per person and includes a buffet dinner.  Picture taking packages 
available for an extra cost.  Please see information packet & permission forms for details which are available in the Hälau Puke office. 
All forms and payment are due on February 15, 2013.  For more information contact Margo Kawamoto at 890-8144.

KANU

COMMUNITY
FREE COLLEGE & CAREER WORKSHOPS – Explore college, business and employment options through FREE workshops 
presented by University Center-West Hawaii, Hawaiÿi Community College, North Hawaiÿi Education and Research Center, Big Island 
Workplace Connection-Workforce Development Division and Hawaiÿi Small Business Development Center.  Saturday, February 23, 
2013 at Kauhale ÿÖiwi o Puÿukapu, 8:00 am -12:30 pm.  Call Kahanu Noa at 890-2516 for more information.  Register online at 
kalo.org/puke/register.

MOVIE NIGHT AT CHURCH ROW PARK – Enjoy the nostalgia of a drive-in theater by motoring the entire family to Church Row 
Park on Friday, February 22nd at 6:30 pm to watch the animated award-winning Disney movie, “UP”, a story about a relationship 
between 78-year old retired balloon salesman Carl and his new friend, an 8 year-old Wilderness Explorer named Russell.  The two set 
out on the adventure of a lifetime, transported by a thousand balloons.  Free admission, popcorn, water, and hot cocoa.  Each child will 
also receive a FREE balloon, while supply lasts!  For further information, please contact Noleen Mendes at 885-5510. 

FUNDAMENTALS IN ART PROGRAM BY GEORGE DETCHEV – February 15 – March 8 on Fridays at Kanu o ka ÿÄina, Hälau 
Hoÿolako Building in Kulia ÿElua room.  George is a professional designer and former professor of Fine Arts at the Art Academy in 
Sofia, Bulgaria.  In the last 15 years, George has taught school aged and adult art classes in the Doneva ballet and Art School in Santa 
Monica, California.  Fundamentals in art will encourage each individual’s talent, abstracts and creative spark.  Working with water 
color & pastels, we are sure to find the artists in all of us!!  KANU Student Classes (Ages 13 and Up) no charge,1 to 2:30 pm, 
8 students maximum.  Community Classes (13 and up) $85.00 for all classes from 4 to 6pm, 10 students maximum.                   

BEGINNERS BALLET WITH YOULIA DONEVA – February 15 – March 8 on  Fridays at Kanu o ka ÿÄina, Hälau Hoÿolako: 
ÿOluÿolu room.  Youlia Doneva is an Artistic Director, dancer and teacher with over 25 years of experience.  She has danced, taught 
and received prestigious awards in Bulgaria, Italy, and the United States. Y oulia teaches Russian Ballet techniques, which brings 
out the graceful and exquisite dancer is every student.  Classes include a wide range of dance steps, basic ballet movement, position 
coordination, and stretching and creative dance.  KANU Students, no charge , open to Kindergarden and up, 1 pm to 2:30 pm, 8 
students maximum.  Community Classes (Ages 13 and Up) $85.00 for all classes, 4 to 6pm, 10 students maximum.

February Birthdays
1   Jacelyn-Jolie Leitner    16  Tomislav Krakovic & Kawai Rios-Griego
2   Logan Waiau & Lentron Jara    17  Keliko Hurley & Kale Pahiÿo
4   Matt Hughes     19  Joshua Kealoha
6   Hoÿoipo & Kaÿala Bertelmann & Keawe Tolentino  20  Jetamio Henshaw  
9   Hunter Figueroa     21  Hannah Stimac
10  Moani Plunkett & Allyson Tamura   22  Maikaÿi Kunishige-Aikau
11  Sam Cash     24  Emily Lee
14  Kalani Jose, Talon Muramaru & Jordan Wills  25  Kamalani Ah Quin & Peyton Lee
15  Kalaÿi Kalaniopio     26  Kea Kauka









       An Update on Underwater Flight

2 Dates and Locations!

     Flying through Blue Space Attend a special free presentation by Graham 
Hawkes, Founder and Chief Technology Officer of 
Hawkes Ocean Technologies to learn about underwater flight. 
During the month of February, Hawkes Ocean Technologies will be diving its 
DeepFlight Super Falcon two-man submersible in the Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale 
National Marine Sanctuary. The expedition's mission is to listen to humpback whale songs and 
experience the humpback whales Hawaiian habitat during peak whale season.

HILO - February 15, 2013
6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Mokupāpapa Discovery Center
308 Kamehameha Avenue

WAIMEA - February 19, 2013
6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Kanu o ka ʻĀina Learning ʻOhana (KALO)
64-1043 Hiʻiaka Street, Hoʻolako Building A

Find out more about Hawkes Ocean Technologies at: www.deepflight.com

hawaiihumpbackwhale.noaa.gov     •     papahanaumokuakea.gov

Please join us!

For more information, contact 
Kanani Frazier at 808-327-3697
email: kanani.frazier@noaa.gov



Youth Festival of

mixed media student art exhibit
arts

for more info or to
sign-up as an artist:

fivemountains.org 
or 887.1281Richard Smart Fund

 Refreshments x Entertainment
Demonstrationsw Poetry

and more!

Friday, Feb. 22, 2013

 Free &
Open to the Public

A
at Kanu o ka ‘ Aina

New Century Charter School

3p - 6p
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