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Ke welina mai nei i ke aloha o ke kupuna,

As KANU’s newest Governing Board (GB) chair, I’d like to express my sincerest and deepest appreciation to all for 
your contributions, efforts, patience and support given unconditionally and to all who have paved the way.  Mahalo 
nui, mahalo nui, mahalo nui!

As a reminder, due to legislative changes in the law this past year, Charter Schools fall under the Board of Education 
and charter school boards no longer have representation of only teachers, staff, parents, and community members.  
All governing boards of charter schools in Hawaiÿi can have no more than 30% board makeup of its school’s 
teachers, staff and their ÿohana, or parents of students attending the school.  KANU’s current board consist of four 
past members; W.D. Keömailani Case, Margo Kawamoto, Taffi Wise and myself.  New members but not strangers to 
KANU are Aunty Barbara Robertson, Kathy Damon, Joe Fraser and John Colson.  KANU’s GB is currently looking 
for two more board members and is reviewing resumes and/or biographies of recommended candidates.  

On Wednesday, February 13, 2013 some of our GB members made their way to school for a visit and walk through.  
The day started off with piko which was a first for at least one member and an emotional experience for another.  
After piko, we made our way visiting classes in session starting at elementary then at secondary.  While visiting 
a middle school class, the teacher requested that we spend more time with her class during our next visit.  She 
mentioned that her students were curious and asked,  “Who are those people, why are they here, and what do they 

do”?  We will honor their request and schedule our next visit for April 10, 2013.  Mahalo to our administrators, teacher and nä 
haumäna for sharing your time with us. 

The board understands and supports building relationships not only with each other and administrators, but also with teachers, staff, 
students, families, community members and all other supporters.  It’s understood that nothing happens overnight and that it will take 
time, effort and most of all, trust!

KANU’s foundation starts with our common core values and its concept of education with ALOHA.  These values are:

    •  Aloha ke kahi i ke kahi – Love one another.  (Manaÿo: For one to love externally, one must love within)  

    •  Mälama i kou kuleana – Take care of your responsibilities. (Manaÿo: Complete what can today for one doesn’t know what    
        tomorrow brings)

    •  Kökua aku kökua mai – Give help, receive help. (Manaÿo: When one gives unconditionally, the return is immeasurable)

    •  Mahalo i ka mea loaÿa – Be thankful for what you have. (Manaÿo: Appreciate all that one experiences and its many offereings)

Each manaÿo varies among our kupuna, therefore, each manaÿo has no limitations and is neither right or wrong.  These values have 
a function and purpose within our school.  It’s a mannerism and expectation in which one conducts oneself.  It goes both ways, 
-reciprocity.  

Ua hilo ÿia i ke aho a ke aloha,

Mason Maikui 
KANU GB President

Ëwe hänau o ka ÿäina.
Natives of the land.

People who were born and dwelt on the land.



Höÿike Haumäna

Mission: Külia i ka Nu‘u - Strive To Reach Your Highest!

Hui Nä Kamalei
Aloha from Nä Kamalei learning ‘ohana! We continue to embrace our school wide theme of Aloha ‘Äina, by focusing on the study of 
iÿa (fish) and their habitat. Currently, our focus has been on the fascinating world of the sharks.  Did you know that some Hawaiian 
chiefs were believed to be able to predict future events by eating the eyes of the great white and tiger sharks?  It is said that the mother 
of King Kamehameha I asked for the eyes of the shark while pregnant in order to ensure that her child would be born to be a great and 
brave leader.

Along with learning about ancient beliefs and usage of sharks, we have also been learning many fascinating facts about sharks as well 
as habitats of sharks around the world-and within the ocean zones.  Some fascinating facts we have learned are: sharks can have as 
many as 20,000 teeth in their lifetime, the liver of a shark is filled with oil and is about 25% of its body weight, and lastly, sharks have 
a sixth sense! Sharks have about 1,500 tiny pores, or holes around their heads and snouts that pick up electrical signals in the water.  
Some say that a shark can detect the electricity from a small battery as far as 1 mile away!

Our students will soon have the opportunity to visit the remnants of Hale o Kapuni Heiau. This is a sacred temple dedicated to the 
sharks that is submerged in the waters of Pelekäne Bay.  Pelekäne Bay is the seasonal home to the manö pä ÿele which are the blacktip 
reef sharks. We hope to be able to view the sharks at Pelekäne Bay and to learn about what we can do to help protect their fragile 
habitat.

Clockwise: Nä haumäna figuring out the length of 
a shark.  The different sharksÿ zones.  Anatomy of 
a shark.  The various global sharksÿ zones.



Kihiki Makua

Visit our website:  http://kanu.kalo.org

In Social Studies, the Uhu and Kökala groups learned that Waimea’s annual Cherry Blossom Festival is based on the Japanese tradition 
of Hanami (flower viewing). The blooming of the cherry blossom trees represents the coming of Spring and is a special celebration in 
Japanese culture. Look for our recipe for pumpkin mochi (which we made and enjoyed) in the Püÿulu Aukahi Mäkua Cookbook! 

We also spent some time learning about Chinese New Year. We learned that this celebration starts on the new moon and ends with the 
lantern festival fifteen days later.  We also learned that the Chinese calendar has a 12 year cycle and that each year is represented by 
an animal. This is the year of the snake!  Our keiki were excited to find out their own animal, depending on the year in which they 
were born.  We had fun making Chinese New Year books, dragons, and lucky red envelopes (which included encouraging notes to our 
friends or family).

The Äweoweo and Weke groups celebrated the completion of their unit on Ancient Civilization with a Mediterranean themed Family 
potluck in Hälau Hoÿolako.  As we complete the 3rd quarter students will study the Asian spice trade along the silk road which led to 
Columbus’s accidental discovery of America.

In project, Nä Kamalei has recently completed its mälaÿai.  Planting boxes were designed to create a garden that can double as a sitting 
area where the students enjoy their snacks and lunch.  Mahalo nui to the Sarsona family who spent an entire Saturday  measuring, 
cutting, and nailing the boxes to meet strict specifications, and for their continued support of our malaÿai throughout the years. 
Students propagated lettuce, swiss chard, collard greens, carrots, and eggplant seeds, then transplanted them into the grow beds.  The 
after school program replanted many of the herbs and teas from our Lälämilo site into our new garden, along with some blueberry and 

raspberry bushes.  We are currently in the process of planning a trip into Waipiÿo valley to learn 
more about planting in loÿi and Hawaiian ways of farming.

Nä Kamalei proudly displaying their dragons!!!



Important Info & Updates

Ho‘omana‘o

Visit our website:  http://kanu.kalo.org

STUDENT-LED CONFERENCES – MARCH 14 & 15, 2013 FOR MS/HS STUDENTS ONLY.  REGULAR DAY OF SCHOOL 
FOR PK-5 STUDENTS.

SPRING INTERSESSION – MARCH 18– MARCH 29, 2013. STUDENTS RETURN MONDAY, APRIL 1, 2013.

DRESS UP FRIDAYS! – Students may “dress up” on Fridays instead of wearing their KANU polo shirt. Boys should wear dark 
colored jeans, dress pants, or tailored long shorts with a collared dress shirt or an aloha shirt. Girls should wear a muÿumuÿu or dress. 
Girls may also wear a skirt or dress pants with a nice blouse. Straps on the dress or blouse should be at least one inch thick (no 
spaghetti straps) or a shrug or cardigan should be worn at all times. Skirts and dress length need to be at an appropriate length. Please 
see our handbook for details.  No T-shirts, long sleeved T-shirts or flannels.  Students not wanting to “dress up” need to wear their 
KANU Polo shirt.

KANU’S GOVERNING BOARD – KANU’s Governing Board meets on the second Wednesday of every month at 4:00 pm at Hälau 
Hoÿolako in the Lökahi Room.  Next scheduled meeting is on Wednesday, March 20, 2013.  Meetings are open to staff, students, 
parents and the general public.  For more information contact Margo Kawamoto at 890-8144.

STUDENT-LED CONFERENCES – March 14 & 15, 2013 for middle school and high school students only. MS/HS students will 
only attend school for their scheduled conference on these two days.  Date and time of conference will be scheduled by your child’s 
advisor/kumu. PK-5 students will have a regular school day.

LIBRARY BOOKS – All library books must be returned before the end of the third quarter.  Lost book charges will be levied for any 
books checked out to your child and not returned.  Invoices will be mailed.  Students are welcome to borrow library books through 
intersession but the books must be renewed.  Please call Aunty Sasha at 890-2546.

OUTSTANDING BREAKFAST/LUNCH ACCOUNTS – Outstanding accounts/IOU for school breakfast/lunch must be cleared 
before Friday, March 15, 2013.   Please submit payment to either school office.  Third quarter Progress Report for students with out-
standing accounts will be held for pick up at school office until account is cleared or an agreed upon payment plan is in place.

SPRING 2013 SAT-PREP CLASSES – Saturday & Sunday, April 13 & 14 from 1:00 – 3:30 pm.  Invest in your teen’s future!  For 
Grades 9-12, at a reduced price of $70.00.  Classes will be held at Hälau Hoÿolako.  Test-Prep Hawaiÿi is a State of Hawaiÿi DOE-
approved vendor and this special test-prep class is ideal for preparing students for the upcoming SAT & PSAT exams.  There are other 
SAT/ACT-prep programs available, but this one will be held at our campus and is specially priced.  Register at www.test-prepHi.com, 
fill out and drop off registration form at KANU’s 6-12 office or call 808-261-6666 to register by phone if charging.  

WAIMEA COLLEGE FAIR – FREE!!! The Hawaiÿi Association for College Admission Counseling is pleased to sponsor the annual 
Waimea College Fair.  Wednesday, April 17, 2013 from 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm at 64-1043 Hiÿiaka Street, Kauhale ÿÖiwi o Puÿukapu 
at Hälau Hoÿolako in Kühio Village,Waimea.  This year’s program is hosted by KANU and will feature colleges from Hawaiÿi, the 
mainland, and overseas.  A general advising and financial aid center will be available to students and their families to answer specific 
questions regarding the college admission process and financial aid.  Designed for all Waimea area students interested in pursuing 
higher education opportunities.  For more information, please visit www.hawaiiacac.org or email college@mauihigh.org.

KANU

COMMUNITY
KECK OPEN HOUSE 2013 – Saturday, March 16, 2013 from 11 am – 3 pm.  Commemorating the 20th anniversary of the 
first scientific observations made by the revolutionary Keck I Telescope.  Celebrating the astronomical discoveries, trailblazing 
technologies, and renowned scientists through the years.  Put your learning caps on for this unique collection of hands-on exhibits, 
demonstrations and presentations brought together by Keck Observatory staff.  Free and all invited.  Call 885-7887 or go to www.
keckobservatory.org/keck_week_2013 

WORM COMPOSTING TO GROW DELICIOUS HOME PRODUCE – A FREE WORKSHOP on Saturday, March 16, 2013 from 
9 a.m. – noon.  Sponsored by the Culinary Garden of Waimea Middle School in partnership with the Richard Smart Fund of Hawaiÿi 
Community Foundation.  Join UH Hilo’s Norman Arancon for a fascinating educational look at vermiculture.  Everyone invited but 
please RSVP alethea@malaai.org.  This is the second of four workshops.  Future ones to include: April 20 - Herb Gardening Basics 
and May 18 - Garden Tour of Waimea.  

March Birthdays
1   Kathy Gollaher, Ana Mali Kailimai & Keenan Pahiÿo 15  Aletha McCullough

6   Kaliahaulani Case & Jalysha Palenapa   17  Arianna Cifuentes-Schutte

7   Pomai Bertelmann, Skyla Elder & Keamalu Hopkins  19  Aurelia Hart & Malachi Yamamoto

8   Kuÿulei Kahaulelio & Jahsaiah Yoshizumi   20  Beaux Daugherty & Nälei Kahakalau

10  Fyfe Miceli     22  Chelsea Boneza

11  Taylan Mangauil-Noah    25  Kahua Badua-Fernanxez & Gary Rapozo

13  Kaiya-Lynn Kaha     28  Kullee Long & Scot Plunkett


