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ALOHA ‘ÄINA, E PÜPÜKAHI E HOLOMUA and ‘OHANA were truly exemplified on 
November 10th, during KANU’s Open House and Campus Beautification event. 

The day opened with blessings of light rain, and then the sun warmed up the ‘äina. Nä ‘ohana 
gathered in a circle to start the day in Piko.  Anticipation and excitement could be felt.  Once 
announcements were made, all went on their way to begin planting.  It truly was an awesome 
sight to see and experience.  Everyone present took to heart the kuleana of “Aloha ‘Äina”.

Approximately 125 people consisting of members of KANU’s professional staff, students and 
their families, alumni, and students from the University of Hawai‘i at Hilo all took part in this event.  Each chose a 
specific zone to plant a native plant and tagged it with their family’s name, giving recognition of participation.  And in 
no time, the task was accomplished, and all plants were planted.

But no one stopped there.  All seemed to have gravitated outside of Nä Keiki o ka ‘Äina’s classroom to kökua ‘Anakë 
Deedee, ‘Anakë Nao, ‘Anakë Sue, ‘Anakë  Keömailani and ‘Anakë  Kaylea with their mäla‘ai.  It was awesome to see 
dads take charge in the heavy task of laying pavers for a pathway, while others planted in the planter boxes and set up 
a bamboo windbreak. When everyone was done, all expressed admiration, great appreciation and welcomed the op-

portunity to do something like this again.

This successful event could not have been achieved without the cooperation of many.  Mahalo ke Akua for blessing us with a 
beautiful safe day and for keeping everyone in positive spirits. Mahalo nui loa to all KANU staff, students and families, alumni and 
members of the UH of Hilo Agriculture Club that supported and gave unselfishly of your time and energy to this event.  I’d like to also 
send out a special mahalo to our Executive Team, ‘Anakë Pat, Ally and Taffi for their support, patience and open door policy.  Also to 
KALO staff, for your assistance in helping make this event run smoothly.  And a huge mahalo nui loa is sent to all plant nurseries who 
donated the much needed plants for our campus beautification event.  Mahalo nui to Hui Kü Maoli Ola for distributing native plants to 
Home Depot, Kona, to Margo Lundstrom of Sunrise Nursery, LLC. in Kona, to Brad West of Aikane Nursery in Kohala, to Na‘alehu 
of ‘Ohia Lehua ‘o ka ‘Äina, LLC. of Kohala and to Toni of the Hawai‘i State Tree Nursery at Lälämilo, who donated majority of the 
trees.

To our Pü‘ulu Aukahi Mäkua, mahalo nui for the continued support, time and energy you give so unselfishly.  Mahalo to Kalae 
Kawamura for managing our reception area and to the Kaha ‘ohana, for feeding us that day.  To Heather and Owen Sarsona, and my 
‘ohana, mahalo nui loa for your support and help in organizing this special day.

Me ke aloha pumehana,

Eva Maikui
President
Pü‘ulu Aukahi Mäkua

Huli ka lima i lalo.
Turn your hands down and aloha the ‘äiana.



Höÿike Haumäna

Mission: Külia i ka Nu‘u - Strive To Reach Your Highest!

HUI O MÄLAMAPÖKIÿI
Our Mälamapökiÿi  haumäna are learning to be self-directed learners, Kuleana Ihola.  Being a “Self-Directed Learner” is a 
General Learner Outcome or GLO and it’s a goal for all haumäna and listed as such on our report card for all grade levels.  

A self-directed learner has the ability to be responsible for his own learning.  He can work independently but knows when to ask 
for help. He is able to organize his workspace and materials.  He is also able to make productive use of class time and set goals.  
In our Mälamapökiÿi classroom we are learning that being a self-directed learner means Nänä ka maka, hana ka lima:  The eyes 
watch and the hands perform.   The students watch and listen to lessons and instructions, then go to work.  

In the days of old, questioning the instructor was considered rude.  The student paid close attention to what was taught.  
A student learned quickly and was able to perform the task and in turn, teach others.  Our multi age grouping in Mälamapökiÿi 
exemplifies this ideal by allowing the older students to be role models for their younger classmates while practicing and 
perfecting their own skills.  

As the haumäna learn to be self-directed, they are able to work at their own pace at an activity of their own choice.  If they do 
not finish at the end of work time, they may put their work into their work folder to be completed later.  This is part of learning 
to be organized and to follow through with a task.  As the students develop their ability to concentrate for longer periods of time, 
they begin to understand how to make productive use of their time and are able to set goals for themselves.    

I chant loud and clear 
at piko to honor the day. 

      ~ Häloa Ryusaki, Kindergarten

I am standing nicely at piko.  I chant loud 
and strong.  The sun shines on my face.  

       ~ Jordan Acia, Kindergarten

I like piko and the sun. 
We do piko to open the day, to sing for the 

mountains and have a good day.  
             ~ Lukela Landers, Kindergarten

At piko I stand with my hands to my side. 
I chant loud. Külia i ka nuÿu!   

~  Teya Medeiros,J unior Kindergarten

I am at piko standing straight.  No moving around 
during piko.  ~ Kawelo Sarsona, Pre-school

I am piko chanting at the sun.  
I woke up and it’s a new day to do 

new work and greet the sun. 
 ~ Arianna Cifuentes-Schutte, Kindergarten



Kihiki Makua

Visit our website:  http://kanu.kalo.org

The way in which we prepare ourselves for the day is to begin our day at Piko.  We firmly plant our feet on the ground as we 
chant, seeking guidance from our kupuna to külia i ka nuÿu.   Aunty Debbie recently read the book, “The Way To Start A Day” 

written by Byrd Baylor.  The author of this Caldecott Honor Book explains how people 
around the world celebrate the beginning of each day by honoring the sun.  The author 
states, “The way to start a day is this – Go outside and face the east and greet the sun 
with some kind of blessing or chant or song…”  After reading this book, our class 
discussed how we start our day at Piko.  The haumäna demonstrated that they can külia 
i ka nuÿu by drawing pictures and writing words to describe what Piko means to us in 
Mälamapökiÿi.

 Left:  This is piko.  This is the kumu and this is us.
           ~ Sage Lindsey Lopez, Kindergarten

I like piko. We chant. We want to make 
the people around us proud.  ~ Hannah Stimac, Pre-school

We stand nicely and we chant in line. I get hot. 
I think about my day.  ~ Kalaÿe Lindsey, Junior Kindergarten

We are chanting to the sun.  We stand nicely.  We listen. 
We külia i ka nuÿu.  ~ Künaka Lindsey, Kindergarten

We are making the sun happy and I like to play in the sun. 
We chant so we can have a great day. ~ Leola Kekuewa, Kindergarten

We stand in a line.  We chant loud.  We are at 
the piko of our school.  The sun is proud of our 

singing.  ~ Jerzi Chaves, Kindergarten

I stand nice and tall at piko. 
I go to piko so I can listen and külia i ka nuÿu. 

~ Kalani Ryusaki-Phillips, Pre-school

I like to stand at piko nicely.  
I like to chant to the sun and Mauna Kea.  

~ Känaÿi Tolentino, Pre-school



Important Info & Updates

Ho‘omana‘o

Visit our website:  http://kanu.kalo.org

NO SCHOOL ON THURSDAY & FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 22 & 23, 2012 – THANKSGIVING 

CONGRATULATIONS & SPECIAL RECOGNITION – Congratulations to KANU haumäna Koaiÿa May, Ford & Della Stallsmith, Max 
& Ella Musacchia, Kalai & Aiden Kalaniopio and former KANU student Bradley Hall for their leadership and involvement in the One Mo’ 
Rep-A-Thon that took place on Saturday, November 10, 2012 at CrossFit AllStar in Waimea.  Students got fit working out while collectively 
raising $2500 to benefit the Michael Morriss Memorial Fund of The Nature Conservancy of Hawaiÿi.  What a way to külia i ka nuÿu! 

MAHALO NUI LOA! – Mahalo nui loa to all who participated in our campus beautification and open house on Saturday, November 10th.  
Your hard work is appreciated!  KANU Executive Team would especially like to thank the leadership of Püÿulu Aukahi Mäkua (KANU’s 
parent organization), Eva Maikui and Heather Sarsona for coordinating and leading the event!  See Eva’s message on Manaÿo Nui page for 
more information about this amazing and beautiful day! 

LONOIKAMAKAHIKI! – The arrival of the lunar month of Welehu, and the rising of the Makaliÿi or Pleiades at sunset, signal the end of the 
Hawaiian calendar year, and the start of a new year.  They also mark the beginning of Ho‘oilo, the winter or rainy season, as well as the start 
of the Makahiki, a time of thanksgiving, of rest and recuperation, of merriment and joy.  As in previous years, KANU students, staff, ‘ohana 
members and interested cultural practitioners are invited to participate in multiple Hawaiian makahiki ceremonies officiated by Hale Mua o 
Häloa.  These include a Makai ceremony held at Kawaihae on November 29, 2012 and a Mauka ceremony held at Kauhale ‘Öiwi o Puÿukapu 
on December 6, 2012.  For further information, contact ÿAnakala Nälei Kahakalau at 890-8144 (work), 237-9178 (cell), or 775-0867(home).  
LONOIKAMAKAHIKI!

WINTER BALL, FRIDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2012 – Students in grades 9-12 have the opportunity to attend “Enchanted”, a combined 
Honokaÿa/KANU 2012 Winter Ball at the Waikoloa Beach Marriot from 6:30 – 10:30 pm on December 1st.  The attire is Sunday Best and the 
cost is $72 per student and a guest/date.  Guests/dates must be at least a freshman in high school and may not be older than 20 years of age.  
All KANU student participants and guest/date must return permission forms by November 16, 2012 to Aunty Margo with payment.

FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS, THE EVENING OF FRIDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2012 – A KANU fundraiser and get-together!  SAVE THE 
DATE!  Join us for a joyous night to view and purchase Christmas trees, wreaths, and ornaments decorated by our keiki and staff.  Share and 
enjoy ÿono potluck dishes, students’ Kani ke Ö performances, and share the spirit of the holidays with family and friends.  

HSA TESTING: NOVEMBER 19, 20 & 21 FOR MIDDLE SCHOOL AND GRADE 10 STUDENTS – The Hawaiÿi State Assessment is a 
form of höÿike for our students to show the State of Hawaiÿi what they have learned.  Students in grades 6, 7, 8, and 10 will take the HSA 
for math and reading on Monday, November 19 and Tuesday, November 20.  Students in grade 8 will also be tested for science on Wednesday 
November 21st.  Please kökua by making sure your child gets adequate sleep, eats a nourishing breakfast, and comes to school on time.  
Have a morning routine to prevent rushing so your child can arrive at school with a positive and upbeat attitude.  This is the first of three 
opportunities to take the HSA.  E külia i ka nuÿu!

COLLEGE HORIZONS – Held in Waimea for the first time!  June 16-21, 2013.  This is a six-day “crash course” in preparing for college. 
Students establish personal relationships with admissions representatives and college counselors to help students: select colleges, write 
memorable essays, complete winning applications, receive test taking strategies and resources, and navigate the financial aid/scholarship 
process.  Completed applications must be postmarked by February 4, 2013.  Eligibility: Native Hawaiian, Alaskan or American Indian 
(proof of heritage); 3.00 GPA (in academic courses); 10th and 11th grade high school students.  $225 program fee includes tuition, room, 
meals, program materials and ground transportation.  Significant financial aid is available to students in need.  For an application visit www.
collegehorizons.org or contact Betsy Boland at betsy@kalo.org.

KANU

COMMUNITY
MAKAHIKI NÄ KÄKOÿO TRAINING – FREE Referee & scorekeeper training on Thursday, November 15, 2012 from 4:00 - 5:30 pm at 
Hälau Hoÿolako.  This training is open to middle school students through adults.  Contact Keala Kahuanui at 960-2811.

WAIMEA OUTDOOR CIRCLE – Saturday, November 17, 2012 from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm at Waimea Nature Park.  Centennial Celebration 
and Fall Plant Sale.  Large selection of plants and arts & crafts.  Live music featuring John Keawe & Dirty Sue.  

18th ANNUAL KAWAIHAE CANOE CLUB LUAU – Saturday, November 17, 2012 from 5:30-10 pm.  Kawaihae Small Boat Harbor.  
Always an extraordinary experience at the water’s edge back dropped by sunset and a star-filled sky and surrounded by the club’s multi-
generational ‘ohana.  General seating ticket donation:  $40/adults pre sale, $45 at the door; $15 for 4-10 year-olds.  Reserved seating: $50/pre 
sale; $55 at the door.  For tickets, see canoe club members or call Izzy at 987-2819 or Debbie at 937-4700.  

NATIVE HAWAIIAN SCHOLARSHIP ÿAHA – Come and find out about available sources of financial aid for post-secondary education 
for Native Hawaiians including eligibility criteria and qualification requirements.  Open to students, parents, teachers, counselors and anyone 
interested.  6-8 pm on November 27th at Waimea Hawaiian Homes Hall, Nov. 28th at Kealakehe High School Cafeteria and November 29th at 
UHH Campus Center Dining Room.  

November Birthdays (bi-monthly)
15  Kamahiÿe Mock Chew 24   Hayden Kalama & Madeleine McKeague 
16   Maya Flores  25   Nadine Dochin
18   Makaliÿi Bertelmann 27   Kanoa Castro
20   Kukilakila Ferreira 28   Sara Flores

   29   Ethan Landt     


