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We could not have asked for a more beautiful Waimea day to showcase our new facilities and school 
environment for dignitaries and guests at our September 4th celebration that included Senator Daniel 
Akaka and Senator Malama Solomon.  With our red-shirted keiki, ÿöpio and kumu against the 
panoramic view of our majestic mountains, it captured a perfect place in time. This was after all, a 
celebration of our children.

 The program, capably orchestrated by Student Council leaders, was an opportunity to acknowledge 
and thank the group of like-minded individuals who, together with our founder Dr. Ku Kahakalau, 
followed their hopes, dreams and determination to educate native Hawaiian children so that they could be successful.  
It also gave us a chance to recognize three members of our senior class who will be the first graduates who spent their 
entire thirteen-year journey at KANU - Kaniela Anakalea-Buckley, Pölani Kahakalau and Anuhea Sanchez—despite 
not knowing from one day to the next what their next learning environment would be like.  These were true pioneers 
who followed their passion.  Those of us that enjoy the fruits of their labor are truly grateful that they never gave up.  
While we are appreciative of our new facilities, we are equally appreciative to be housed in such a spectacular place 
surrounded by DHHL homesteaders. We look forward to working with Püÿulu Aukahi Mäkua, KANU’s parent 

organization to plan a parent and community open house very soon. 

We were inspired by Senator Akaka’s presence and speech.  A former educator and champion for native Hawaiian causes in 
Washington, D.C., we were honored that he joined us and for reminding our haumäna about the importance of education today and 
into the future with Science and technology.  He was especially pleased to learn about and visit our Hawaiian Research Library housed 
in Hälau Puke that will be open to the public.  We also took time to say mahalo to Quality Builders for their diligence in enabling us to 
begin the school year at Kauhale ÿÖiwi o Puÿukapu as well as others present for their part in making it happen.

We want to remind our ÿohana that this quarter is the shortest quarter of the school year.  The last day of first quarter is September 
28th.  It is important for haumäna who have had a difficult time settling into a routine of good work habits to take positive steps to 
improve his/her academic and behavioral status.  There are still three weeks to go and much can be accomplished in that period of 
time.  Parent teacher conferences are scheduled for Monday, October 22nd, just two weeks after we return from fall intersession 
October 1-5, 2012. Please take advantage of the opportunity to discuss your child’s strengths and areas for improvement by participat-
ing in this conference with your child present.  It takes all of us working together to assure your child’s successful school experiences.

Me ke aloha pumehana,

Patricia Bergin
Co-Administrator

E mälama i kou kuleana.
Take care of your responsibility.



Höÿike Haumäna

Mission: Külia i ka Nu‘u - Strive To Reach Your Highest!

HUI PUÿUPÜLEHU
It’s the middle of the first quarter and the haumäna and kumu of the Puÿupülehu Hui are finding their niche in the chaotic daze of the 
new school year.  We’ve assimilated quite well to being in Hälau Puke and are taking complete advantage of the technology afforded 
as a result of being here.  While the new building is exceptional, we always value the opportunity to be at our outdoor learning site 
Puÿupülehu, where we already have a number of exciting projects in the works.  As we embark on yet another school year we hope to 
paipai one another on our academic, cultural, and personal journeys.  There are definitely exciting things on the horizon! 

Fresh Fruits
In an effort to take advantage of K-12 being on one campus, we are creating weekly presentations about fresh fruits and vegetables to 
present to students in Hälau Pökiÿi.  This past week four students created a presentation highlighting apples and carrots.  They taught 
the lower school keiki their Hawaiian names (ÿäpala and käloke), reviewed their colors (ÿulaÿula and ÿalani) and discussed different 
ways they prepare them in their homes (in salads, stew, carrot cake, etc.)  Püÿupülehu students prepped the fruits and vegetables for the 
kamaliÿi to sample and as the younger students enjoyed the ÿai pono, the ÿöpio had casual conversations with them to get to know them 
better.  We are learning a lot about teaching various age groups, from kindergarteners to fifth graders.  Groups of students from the 
Puÿupülehu project will continue to teach the younger students about healthy fruits and vegetables in up-coming weeks.

Nä Keiki o ka ÿÄina showing us 
the shape of an apple.

Kaya-ala Kahaulelio serving 
apples and carrots to Nä Kamalei.

Heathly fruits make you strong!! Kaniela Anakalea- Buckley teaching 
Nä Kamalei about their daily fresh  fruits and vegetables.



Kihiki Makua

Visit our website:  http://kanu.kalo.org

Nä Mäla
While we weren’t at Puÿupülehu over the summer, some of our ÿohana 
members were.  We’d like to mahalo the Sarsona ‘ohana and Uncle Teri Campbell for their kökua in maintaining our outdoor learn-
ing site over intersession.  We are now hard at work transforming the three mäla into gardens with specific purposes that will meet a 
variety of our needs.

The first mäla has been named Hänai ka Lähui.  This mäla focuses on imu; improving our existing imu and planting imu-related plants 
like ÿuala, maiÿa and läÿï.  We are also reconstructing the windmill, which will generate electricity that will be used in this mäla.

The second mäla is called Hoÿomalu, which means protection.  In it, we have begun planting beans and ÿuala.  General maintenance 
and weeding in this mäla has been hard work.  We are trying to coax the pipinola vines into growing over “hale aloha” to provide valu-
able shade and wind block.  Hale aloha is the permanent home of our lei piko.

In our third mäla, Nä Wehiwehi a Hoÿohana, we plan on growing plants that can be crafted into hula adornments and implements for 
Hula Drama and Ku i ka Lono.  One part of this mäla is currently planted with wauke, ÿäkulikuli, kupukupu and fragrant flowers.  
The other section will contain ‘aÿaliÿi and läÿï.

Ala Kahakai
Our hui is also planning a huakaÿi to walk the South Kohala coast along the Ala Kahakai.  
We have been meeting with Uncle Rick, Aunty Ida, Aunty Nahaku, and Aunty Kanani from Ala 
Kahakai to plan our trip.  So far we’ve learned that our ancestors used white rocks on the trail so 
they could see when traveling at night and that they would put flat rocks on the trail so as not to 
run on the sharp ÿaÿa.  On our trip, we plan to throw net, dive, and holoholo (fish).  We also hope to 
learn the place names and moÿolelo of the different places we’d like camp along the coast includ-
ing Keawaiki, Kiholo and Kalaemanö.

Other News
Congratulations to Makali’i Bertelmann (grade 9) for coming in sec-
ond place in the High School Corn Maze contest at Kohala Mountain 
Farm. He will be awarded a zip line tour for 2.

We would also like to congratulate Alyssa Heenan for taking part in the 5k Rainforest Run at Hawaiÿi 
Volcanoes National Park.  The day after this run, Keliko and Kamehana Hurley, Kayla Furtado, ‘Ano’i 
Straus and Uncle Kanoa took part in the Peaman biathlon in Kona.  Congratulations to them as well!

Lei Piko
The Lei Piko ceremony is an opportunity for individuals in our hui to weave their 
manaÿo and vision for the future in to a collective goal.  It gives us an opportunity to 
share these ideas with our peers, kumu, and ÿohana. 

Here are some examples of what the students brought to add to the lei piko and its 
relevance to them.

Luana Zablan, Senior, chose Kö because it represents fulfillment, and because it’s 
her last year her at KANU.

“The plant I chose is paÿiniu.  This endemic plant usually grows in moist rain forest 
areas.  Water collets in the base of this plant which is an important breeding site for 
the Pinaoÿula or Hawaiian damselfly. The adult Pinaoÿula breeds and deposits its 

eggs in the leaf bases where water collets.  The ÿAlohelohe or damselfly larva will live there until they mature into a Pinaoÿula.  The 
adult Paiÿniu serves as a place where young damselflies are nurtured until they transition into the adult Pinaoÿula.  My “Paiÿniu” has 
been my family and community. ~ Anuhea Sanchez, Senior

“Lauhala, the symbol of ending 
and new beginnings.  

    Showing one’s growth  
Aerial roots are strong support 

to hold up the main tree.
 Leaves bending down allows it 

to feed itself.”
   ~ Kaniela Anakalea-Buckley, 

Senior 
Mala Hoÿomalu at Puÿupülehu. 

The Ala Kahakai guest speakers.

Our lei piko was adorned 
at our mala Hoÿomalu.

Opeka Liftee presenting 
his mea for the lei piko.



Important Info & Updates

Ho‘omana‘o

Visit our website:  http://kanu.kalo.org

37th ANNUAL WAIMEA PANIOLO PARADE – Join KANU’s marching unit in Waimea’s 37th Annual Hawai‘i Island Festival, 
30 days of Aloha Parade on Saturday, September 15, 2012.  The parade starts at 10:00 am at Church Row and ends at Waimea 
Community Park.  All KANU students, staff and ÿohana are encouraged to participate.  Permission forms and Indemnity and Hold 
Harmless Agreement Forms have been sent home with you child.  

KANU UNIFORM – Please kökua by making sure your keiki comes to school dressed appropriately.  KANU’s uniform is a polo shirt 
printed with our school logo.  There has been an increase in the number of students who have been sent to the office to change into a 
borrowed uniform polo shirt.  Students who have exceeded their “warning” will need to call home to have parents bring them proper 
attire and will be assigned detention.  Please do your part in making sure your child is ready for their school day.  Mahalo!

FLU SHOTS – Free flu shot or mist at Hälau Pokiÿi for elementary students and at Hälau Puke for middle and high school students.  
Forms are due on Friday, September 7, 2012 to either school office.  Flu shots or mist will be given on Friday, November 7, 2012.

KANU’S GOVERNING BOARD MEETING – This board meets on the second Wednesday of every month at 4:00 pm at Hälau 
Hoÿolako in the Lökahi Room.  Next scheduled meeting is on Wednesday, September 12, 2012.  Meetings are open to staff, students, 
parents and the general public.  For more information, contact Margo Kawamoto at 890-8144.

KANU O KA ÿÄINA FALL PROGRAMS – Students, ‘ohana & community invited to a wide array of programs at Hälau Hoÿolako 
learning center.  See attached flyer.  For information call Te Benioni at 890-2508 or stop by the Hälau Hoÿolako office between 8:00 
am and 4:30 pm Monday-Friday.  

KANU

COMMUNITY
FREE HANDS-ON JOB TRAINING WORKSHOP IN WAIMEA – Learn about improving your skills, career exploration, resume 
writing, job training, & more. 11 am –12:30 pm and 6 –7:30 pm on Wednesday, September 12, 2012 at Kanu o ka ‘Äina Learning 
Ohana, Hälau Ho‘olako.  All invited.  Sponsored by KALO, KANU and UH-Education Center/West Hawaiÿi.  Contact College Access 
Office at 324-1430 , email collegeaccesshawaii@gmail.com, or call Te Benioni at KALO at 890-2508 for more information.

DELICIOUS WAYS TO HELP ‘SAVE KAHILU THEATRE! – Throughout September, Village Burger in Waimea’s Parker Ranch 
Center is donating a portion of proceeds from a mouthwatering culinary creation by owner-chef Edwin Goto.  Called the “Kahilu 
Burger”, it’s a red Hawaiian Veal grilled burger with Hamakua Goat Cheese and Pioppini Mushrooms laced with veal demi-glace on a 
freshly baked brioche bun, – all local ingredients!  

On Sat., Sept. 15 at Waimea’s 37th Annual Paniolo Parade & All-Day Hoÿolauleÿa in Waimea Park, look for the Chili & Nachos Booth 
sponsored by Friends of Malama Solomon.  Every penny collected that day from their delicious grinds – made with Jill Andrade’s 
local grass-fed Hamakua beef, -will be donated to Save Kahilu Theatre.  $5 tickets can be purchased in advance or just drop by at the 
Hoÿolauleÿa!  

‘WE’ HEALTH SCREENING PARTNERSHIP COMES TO HAWAI’I ISLAND – FREE health screenings and counseling including 
retinal vision screenings, lung function testing, glucose and blood pressure testing, take-home kidney function test, women’s health 
and breast self- examination training, hepatitis risk assessment and screening and safe tattoo practices, hearing testing, smoking 
cessation counseling, family caregiver counseling, organ donor counseling, mental health information, peer education, cancer screen-
ing and diagnosis, Medicare Education and assistance, and more!  No appointments necessary, just show up at the following locations:  

Friday, Sept. 14:  NHERC - Full WE, including Vision Van, 10 am–2 pm; Vision Van only, 9 am–5 pm. 
Saturday, Sept. 15:  NHCH - Full WE, including Vision Van, 11 am–2 pm; Vision Van only 9 am–5 pm.
Sunday, Sept. 16:  Waikoloa Shopping Ctr. - Full WE with Vision Van, 10 am–2 pm.; Vision Van only, 9 am– 4 pm.   
Tuesday, Sept. 18 - Hawi Banyan Tree - Vision Van only, 9 am–3 pm. 
Saturday, Sept. 22:  Honoka’a Gym - Vision Van only, 9 am–5 pm. 
Sunday, Sept. 23: Parker Ranch Center, Waimea - Vision Van only, 9 am–5 pm.

September Birthdays
1    Hunter Acia    17   Journee Cortez, Cy Kealoha & Kaila Sylva  
2    Kai Lacy    18   Sofia Peterson
4    Serena Henshaw & Stetson Lindsey-De Luz 19   Shaizay Jara
5    Antonio Coffee    21   Kailena Akau & Theodore Watkins
8    Giavanna Crivello   22   Kealohalani Etherton
9    Malia Fernandez & Chelcy McGurn 23   Sadie Kawamoto & Keahiwai Lindsey
10   Laÿamai Puhi    24   Sarsona Owen
11   Naila Pahiÿio & Val Hanohano  25   Jourdan Beaudet
12   Laÿi Bertelmann   26   Juliana Delenia-Tabbada & Elaine Kaniho
13   Traven Lee    27   Harry Kaÿaua 
15   Marty Kaÿaua    29   Keiren Kinney
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