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Mana‘o Nui

Hunehune Kalo, Kanu’s monthly 
newsletter covers “bits & pieces” 
of  news relating to school policies, 
activities, events, performances, 
student awards, community 
happenings and much more.

For more information, contact Val 
Hanohano – val@kalo.org
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“E Lekia e ʻoni a paʻa
E ʻoni, e ʻoni, e ʻoni a paʻa” 

We often remind our keiki of  the mysterious, 
miraculous, and marvelous Hawaiian figures and 
their role in moʻolelo and kaʻao. These akua, kupua, 
and kānaka play an essential role in showing us the 
behaviors and strengths worthy of  emulation during 
this time in history. Like role models, they can set a 
nuʻu for our haumāna and ʻohana to strive for and 
create a standard for our lāhui. These stories then 
jump off of  the page and find meaning in our own 
lives. The specific moʻolelo of  Lēkia and Hanalei is 
no different, and we can draw from their plight in our 
time of  need and turmoil.   

The moʻolelo of  Pōhaku o Lēkia begins when Pele 
first traveled from Kahiki and brought with her a 
kupua pōhaku named Hanalei. Hanalei came to 
reside in the Puna district on Hawaiʻi island and fell 
in love with another pōhaku. His name was Lēkia. 
With the blessing from Pele, the two lived on a puʻu in 
Kapoho.

Meanwhile, Kalaikini, a kupua from Kauaʻi, takes on 
a human form to challenge and contend with Pōhaku 
o Lēkia and attempts to overturn and unseat him 
from his position atop the puʻu. After many attempts, 
Kalaikini is nearly successful in defeating Lēkia, but 
he is thwarted by Hanaleiʻs call to her partner. At 
Lēkiaʻs most vulnerable state and the point he is likely 
to give up, Hanalei calls out to him, “E Lēkia ē, ʻoni 
a paʻa. E Lēkia ē, ʻoni a paʻa. E ʻoni, e ʻoni, e ʻoni a 
paʻa”. With this encouragement, Lēkia shifts and 
moves his pōhaku body form, makes himself  paʻa and 
unmoveable in the ʻāina, and defends himself  against 
Kalaikini. Lēkia and Hanalei remain paʻa in their 
position on the puʻu in Kapoho to this day.  

As kānaka, we learn valuable lessons from past 
practices and the moʻolelo that tell the stories of  
people and places. The specific moʻolelo of  Lēkia 
reminds us to stay paʻa and unmoved when presented 
with a difficult situation or in times of  struggle.      

It also shows us that there is mana in our leo. Every 
one of  us has the power to uplift and encourage 
others during a challenging and tumultuous time. 
The mana of  our leo can provide hope to people who 
need it the most, and we can affirm the potential they 
possess within.  

Aloha, 
Kanoa Castro
Upper School Poʻokumu  

‘Umia ka hanu! Ho‘okāhi ka umauma 
ke kīpo‘ohiwi i ke kīpo‘ohiwi.

Hold the breath! 
Walk abreast, shoulder to shoulder.

Be of  one accord, as in exerting every effort to lift a 
heavy weight to the shoulder and to keep together in 
carrying it along.

Class of  2021



Aloha,

October is “Positive Attitude 
Month.” Having a positive 
attitude doesn’t always come 
easy in challenging times. 
In SEL (Social Emotional 
Learning) class, haumāna are 
discussing what it means to be 
positive. How do we work on 
finding the good and the joy 
in our day? How can thinking 
about what went right help us when things donʻt go 
the way we planned or hoped? 

It is so easy to focus on the opposite, further putting 
us into a negative mood. Being positive does not 
necessarily mean bright shiny excited, smiling faces 
full of  energy and enthusiasm. It could mean you 
made it to school on time, and you remembered 
your water bottle, or people said “aloha” when you 
arrived at school. It could be that you had musubi for 
lunch today. Things that go right donʻt always have 
to be vast and impactful moments but made you feel 
comfortable vs. uncomfortable.

The end of  the quarter is a typical time for us to have 
reflections. Conferences are coming up, and they 
provide an opportunity to look at how things have 
gone so far and what goals we have for the future. It is 
an excellent time to reflect on positive areas and feel 
proud about what is working. How can that maybe 
help with any areas that arenʻt going as well as they 
could? Are there any things taking away from my 
feeling positive that I could adjust to prevent moving 
forward?

Our attitude is our mindset. The way we go into each 
day and the way we work on our challenges. 
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A Message From...E Ola      
Aunty Mary Martinson, K-12 Counselor

Secondary haumāna say that itʻs not possible to be 
positive all the time. Sometimes we need help finding 
something that went right or feeling optimistic about 
processing our thoughts and feelings. We can also be 
the type of  person that uplifts others and adds to their 
sense of  feeling good about things. 

Aunty Mary
marym@kalo.org

When you focus on the good, the sound 
increases.  –– author unknown

HAPPINESS IS
...sharing my dream house with others.

 Mauka Bondallian, Grade 2

HAPPINESS IS
...watering the plants in our garden and 

watching them grow.  
Arina Camacho and Tyler Pires, Kindergarten



Aloha,

My name is Naomi 
(Kaʻae) Tachera, and 
I am the new Student 
Services Coordinator 
(SSC) at Kauhale. I 
attended Hawaiian 
Academy (1998-2000) 
and transitioned with 
Kanu o ka ʻĀina New 
Century Public Charter 
School graduating in the 
first class of  2001.

I worked here in the early years from 2001-2009 
while attending college. I received my bachelor’s 
in psychology at the University of  Hawai’i at Hilo, 
a Master’s in Exceptional Student Education and 
Applied Behavioral Analysis at the University of  West 
Florida, and a Licensed Special Education Teacher. I 
am humbled and excited to return home to foster my 
kuleana to kanaka, ʻohana, kaiāulu, lāhui, and honua.

This school year, I will be contributing a monthly 
manaʻo in Hunehune Kalo on oli and mele that 
we use in our daily repertoire. Both have cultural 
significance and relevance. We will also learn how to 
use oli and mele outside of  school appropriately.

Follow Kanu o ka ʻĀina on Instagram and Facebook, 
and I will post the upcoming giveaways!

Me ke aloha pumehana,

Naomi
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Ka Nuʻu      
Naomi Kaʻae-Tachera, Student Service Coordinator

The Power of  the Oli and Mele
Our ancestors words held great power. The oli and 
mele is the highest form of  our Hawaiian language. 
It is the soul of  Hawaiʻi nei, preserving history, 
traditions and prayers. 

A Place to Learn and Grow Together
Kauhale ʻŌiwi o Puʻukapu Campus is the home of  Kanu 
o ka ʻĀina NCPCS. It is located in the heart of  Kūhio 
Village on the Department of  Hawaiian Homelands in 
Waimea. 
Your choice to join our learning ʻohana is a commitment 
to the vision, mission and core values that are the       
foundation of  our school.

OCTOBER 2021

Last Day of  Quarter 1 - Friday, October 8
Fall Break - October 11 - 15

Kumu Work Day - Monday, October 18 

Virtual Conference Dates
Tuesday, October 19

Wednesday, October 20
Haumāna Return to Campus

Thursday, October 21

A FRIENDLY COVID-19  REMINDER 
Please review.

Keep your keiki home when sick - Take the necessary 
precautions to conduct a health check before arriving 
at school. Ask yourself  the covid screening question in 
the Kauhale Health & Safety Guide.
Your keiki should stay home if  they have any Covid 
symptoms (Fever or chills, cough, shortness of  breath 
or difficulty breathing, fatigue, muscle or body aches, 
headache, recent loss of  taste or smell, sore throat, 
congestion, nausea or vomiting), have not met the 
county travel requirements, are considered a close 
contact to someone who tested positive with Covid, or 
are awaiting Covid-19 test results.
Contact the office @ 808-890-8144 and your keikiʻs 
kumu/advisor if  your child needs to miss a day of  
class. 
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He Pili Wehena ʻOle.
A relationship that cannot  be undone.
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It is with much ʻeha and kaumaha that the Kanu o ka ʻĀina 
poʻokumu, kumu, and staff share the news of  Scot Kahekili 
Plunkett’s passing. 

Scot and his ʻohana joined Kanu in 2006. For the past 15 
years, he has been a passionate and dedicated kumu to all 
his haumāna. His colleagues and students will remember 
him as a teacher who taught with confidence, compassion, 
and a soft heart. His commanding voice and joyful laugh 
will forever be remembered by those fortunate to be in his 
presence. Kumu Scot has been a kumu in our online Ka 
ʻOhā program for the past five years and through distance 
learning has made a lasting impact with students across the 
pae ʻāina. 

Along with a passion for education, Kumu Scot was also an artist and a baker. His beautiful art and delicious Scot’s 
Cookies were well known and loved in our Waimea community.

We ask that the Kanu o ka ʻĀina ʻohana and the community continue to pule for his daughters and ʻohana as we 
honor his life and legacy. 

If  you feel moved to support the ʻohana, a GoFundMe created to kōkua the ʻohana during this difficult time.    
https://gofund.me/47c99b8d

Mahalo,
Kanu o ka ʻĀina Poʻokumu

ABOUT THE MURAL: The Art of  Enlightenment mural combines works and styles of  various artists. There is 
no unified approach to their art, yet each artist is motivated by their desire to depict their observations, either real 
or imagined, of  the world around them. This composition therefore can be described in the words of  Voltaire’s 
as “a chaos of  clear ideas”. Each individual piece, moving as a whole in the same direction, with a combined 
purpose. To actively strive, with a sense of  urgency, to exist on a higher level, for the betterment of  man.

The Art of  Enlightenment Mural  ––Artists: Scot Plunkett, Tom Mehau and the students of  Kanu o ka ‘Āina

https://gofund.me/47c99b8d
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Aia ke ola i ka hana. Life is in labor. Labor produces what is needed.
A garden requires patience, labor and attention. Plants do not grow merely to satisfy ambitions                  

or to fulfill good intentions. They thrive because someone expended effort on them. –– Liberty Hyde Bailey

Middle school haumāna and kumu work together to prepare the ʻāina for winter weather. 
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I ola ʻoe, i ola mākou nei. When you thrive, we thrive. ––ʻŌlelo Noʻeau

This ʻōlelo noʻeau highlights the interdependent relationship between humans and nature. ʻŌpio (grades 
9-12) are busy creating healthy outdoor learning centers at Kauhale ʻŌiwi o Puʻukapu.
The images below capture the spirit of  laulima, many hands working together transforming open fields 
into beautiful, safe, healthy outdoor learning classrooms for our Kanu o ka ʻĀina learning ʻohana.
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He Lau Māʻona
A leaf that gives plenty to eat. Feeding your knowledge with ʻike Hawaiʻi.

ʻŌlelo  |  Hawaiian History  |  Cultural Events  |  Activities  | ʻOhana

 Quick Timeline Facts About
Queen Liliʻuokalani

• Queen Liliʻuokalani was born on September 2, 
1838 in Honolulu.
•  She was the daughter of  high ranking chiefs 
Caesar Kapaʻakea and Analeʻa Keohokāole and 
sister of  David Kalākaua, Miriam Likelike and 
William Pitt Leleiōhoku.
• Upon her birth she became the hanai child of  
chiefs Laura Konia and Abner Pākī. 
• She was given the name Lydia Lili‘u Loloku 
Walania Wewehi Kamaka‘eha.  In her youth 
she was called “Lydia” or “Lili‘u” and then 
“Lili‘uokalani” when she became heir apparent.
• Lili‘u married John O. Dominis on September 
16, 1862.  They lived with his widowed mother at 
Washington Place, today the official residence of  
Hawai‘i’s governor.
• In 1891 her brother, King Kalākaua, died and 
Lili‘uokalani succeeded to the throne.
• Queen Lili‘uokalani sought to amend the 
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constitution to restore some of  the power lost 
during the reign of  her brother. Local sugar 
planters and businessmen feared a loss of  revenue 
and influence and instigated an overthrow. To 
avoid bloodshed, the Queen yielded her throne 
on January 17, 1893. A provisional government 
was established. 
• In 1895 Lili‘uokalani was imprisoned for 
eight months in ‘Iolani Palace for her alleged 
knowledge of   a counterrevolutionary attempt by 
her supporters.
• On September 6, 1896, Lili‘uokalani was 
released on parole, but she was forbidden to leave 
the island of  O‘ahu.
• On July 7, 1898, President McKinley signed 
into law a joint resolution of  Congress that 
purported to annex Hawaiʻi to the United States.  
The legality of  that act is still in dispute today.
• In her Deed of  Trust dated December 2, 
1909, which was amended in 1911, Liliʻuokalani 
entrusted her estate to provide for orphan and 
destitute children in the Hawaiian Islands, with 
preference for Hawaiian children. Her legacy is 
perpetuated through the Liliʻuokalani Trust.
• Queen Lili‘uokalani died at Washington Place 
on November 11, 1917, at the age of  79.  After 
a state funeral, her remains were placed in the 
Royal Mausoleum.

Queen Liliʻuokalani
A Remarkable Woman

“Never cease to act because you fear you may fail.”
–– Queen Liliʻuokalani to her adopted daughter –– 1917

Onipaa.org. 2021. Quick Facts - Liliuokalani Trust. 
[online] Available at: <https://onipaa.org/pages/quick-
facts> [Accessed 14 October 2021].

https://youtu.be/gH5TJ5JTTFw

https://youtu.be/gH5TJ5JTTFw

